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Justified by Faith

Part 2 Gal 2:14b-21

A Study of



Galatians 2:14-21  Covers:

For more information, see Blue Letter Study Guide
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/guzik david/StudyGuide2017-Gal/Gal-2.cfm

Paul’s rebuke of Peter:
1.  Paul exposes Peter’s hypocrisy in appearing to live under 

the law (Galatians 2:14b)

2.  Paul reminds Peter that the gentiles are justified before 
God by the work of Jesus, not by law-keeping 
(Galatians 2:15-16)

3.  This does not mean that Jesus is a minister of sin 
(Galatians 2:17-18)

4.  Paul describes his permanently changed relationship to the 
law (Galatians 2:19-20)

5.  Righteousness comes through Christ, not by the law 
(Galatians 2:21)



Why was it so important for Paul to expose 
“another gospel”?

Scripture is a written revelation of God to us, therefore whatever I 
say that the Bible teaches, I’m saying about God. The true Gospel
tells the truth about God and all He plans to do in the lives of
those He saves.  Another gospel lies about God.  This is about the 
kind of God that we preach, teach, and believe in.  If I preach 

another gospel, the problem isn’t that I’m violating the Bible, which 
I AM doing, but it’s secondary to the fact that I am violating and 

misrepresenting God Himself.  This isn’t a doctrinal argument, this is 
about coming to know Jesus Christ.  This is about knowing God.  And if 

I have the wrong idea about who God is, what He is like, what my 
relationship with him is supposed to be, and how I am to live - if I 

am in error on all these points, how can we have much right? 
- David DePra, One True Gospel, Galatians Part 2

http://www.goodnewsaudio.com/sermons.htm



14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the 
truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, 
being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do 
the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?

15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,

16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, 
but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus 
Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and 
not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall 
no flesh be justified.

17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves 
also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? 
God forbid.

Galatians 2



Paul’s Rebuke of Peter

Paul exposes Peter’s hypocrisy:

If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles 
and not as the Jews: Paul first reminded Peter that he 
himself did not live under strict obedience to the Law 
of Moses. He is essentially saying “Peter, you eat 
bacon and ham and lobster. You don’t keep a kosher 
diet. Yet now, before these visitors, these certain 
men from James, now you act as if you keep these laws 
all the time.”

It isn’t hard to imagine the scene. They all had a 
good time until Paul spoiled the party. He probably 
wasn’t shouting, but it is clear from his epistle that 
he did speak with firmness. 

“Here it is very emphatic; ‘If you, born and bred a 
Jew, discard Jewish customs, how unreasonable to 
impose them on Gentiles.’“ (Lightfoot commentary)



Paul’s rebuke of Peter 

Paul reminds Peter that the gentiles are justified 
before God by the work of Jesus, not by law-keeping 
Why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews? Perhaps Peter and the others might 
say, “We’re not making them live as Jews.” But of course they were; because their 
message was, “Unless you live as Jews, you aren’t saved.” This did in fact compel 
Gentiles to live as Jews.

We who are Jews by nature... knowing that a man is not justified by the works of 
the law but by faith in Jesus Christ: Both Peter and Paul had grown up as 
observant Jews. They both knew very well that they were not considered right 
before God – justified – by circumcision or a kosher diet. This is Paul’s first 
use of the Greek word dikaioo (justified, declared righteous) in his letter to 
the Galatians. “It is a legal concept; the person who is ‘justified’ is the one 
who gets the verdict in a court of law. Used in a religious sense it means the 
getting of a favorable verdict before God on judgment day.” (Morris)

Even we have believed in Christ Jesus: Paul knew that even a strictly observant 
Jew such as he was could never be considered right before God by what he did 
under the Law of Moses. Instead, he, Peter, and every single Christian must have 
believed in Christ Jesus.



Paul’s rebuke of Peter 

Paul reminds Peter that the gentiles are justified 
before God by the work of Jesus, not by law-keeping 
That we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law: 
This was a clear emphasis. “Peter, we were not justified by being under the Law 
of Moses, but by faith in Jesus.” By refusing fellowship with Gentile Christians, 
Peter said in his actions that we are – in part – considered right before God by 
the works of the law. Paul couldn’t stand for this, because it wasn’t the truth.

For by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified: Here, Paul emphasized 
the point in the strongest way possible. No flesh – not Gentile, not Jewish, not 
anyone – will be considered right before God by the works of the law.

Since this is true, it is plain to see how foolish and wrong it was for Peter to 
separate from these Gentile Christians because they had not put themselves under 
the Law of Moses. Because by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified, 
then what difference does it make if a Gentile is circumcised according to the 
Law of Moses? What difference does it make if a Gentile keeps a kosher table? All 
that matters is their faith in Christ, because that is how we are made right 
before God.



Justified by faith, not works of the law

‘Faith in Jesus Christ’, then, is not intellectual conviction only, but 
personal commitment. The expression in the middle of verse 16 is 
(literally) ‘we have believed into (eis) Christ Jesus.’ It is an act of 
committal, not just assenting to the fact that Jesus lived and died, but 
running to Him for refuge and calling on Him for mercy.” (“The Message of 
Galatians” by John R.W. Stott)

“Even we have believed in Jesus Christ”

“It would be hard to find a more forceful statement of the doctrine of 
justification than this. It is insisted upon by the two leading apostles 
(‘we know’), confirmed from their own experience (‘we have believed’), 
and endorsed by the sacred Scriptures of the Old Testament (‘by works of 
the law shall no one be justified’). With this threefold guarantee we 
should accept the biblical doctrine of justification and not let our 
natural self-righteousness keep us from faith in Christ.” (Stott)



Paul’s rebuke of Peter

Jesus is NOT a minister of sin:

But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found 
sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin? Paul dealt with an objection 
that the certain men from James would raise. It’s important to remember that Paul 
made this statement publicly, with the concerned parties right in front of him. 
On one side of the room were the certain men from James, who believed that God 
would not accept the Gentiles unless they put themselves under the Law of Moses. 
Peter sat with these men and so did Barnabas, who was Paul’s best friend. In 
fact, all the Christians of Jewish background sat with these Christians from 
Jerusalem who didn’t believe that the Gentiles in the church at Antioch were 
really saved at all. In a real-life setting like this, Paul couldn’t just speak 
his mind without answering the objections – spoken or unspoken – of those who 
disagreed with him.

The objection was, in essence:   “If God justifies bad people, what is the point 
of being good? Can’t we do as we like and live as we please?” (Stott)



Paul’s rebuke of Peter

Jesus is NOT a minister of sin:

God Forbid! Paul’s answer was brilliant. First, yes, we seek to be justified by 
Christ and not by Jesus plus our own works. Second, yes, we ourselves also are 
found sinners, that is, we acknowledge that we still sin even though we stand 
justified by Christ. But no, this certainly does not make Jesus the author or 
approver of sin in our life. He is not a minister of sin.

Romans 6:1-4
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace 

may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to 
sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us 

as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into 

death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 

of life.

Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to 

all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 

present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 

and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.



18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make 
myself a transgressor.

19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might 
live unto God.

20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me.

21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness 

come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.

Galatians 2



Paul’s rebuke of Peter

Paul describes his permanently changed relationship 
to the law.:

For I through the law died to the law: Paul made a bold statement, saying that he 
had died to the law. If he was dead to the law, then it was impossible for the 
law to be the way that he stood accepted by God.

Notice that it wasn’t the law that was dead. The law reflects, in its context, 
the holy heart and character of God. There was nothing wrong with the law. It 
wasn’t the law that died, but Paul died to the law.

How did Paul die to the law? I through the law died to the law. The law itself 
“killed” Paul. It showed him that he never could live up to the law and fulfill 
its holy standard. For a long time before Paul knew Jesus, he thought God would 
accept him because of his law-keeping. But he came to the point where he really 
understood the law – understanding it in the way Jesus explained it in the Sermon 
on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) – and then Paul realized that the law made him guilty 
before God, not justified before God. This sense of guilt before God “killed” 
Paul, and made him see that keeping the law wasn’t the answer.



Paul’s rebuke of Peter

Paul describes his permanently changed relationship 
to the law.:

I through the law died to the law that I might live to God: When Paul died to the 
law, then he could live to God. As long as he still tried to justify himself 
before God by all his law-keeping, he was dead. But when he died to the law then 
he could live to God.

I have been crucified with Christ: Again, Paul anticipated a question from those 
who disagree with him. “Paul, when did you die to the law? You look alive to me!” 
Paul was happy to answer, “I have been crucified with Christ. I died to the law 
when Jesus died on the cross. He died in my place on the cross, so it is like it 
was me up on the cross. He died, and I died to the law when He died.”

It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me: Since we died with Christ on 
the cross we have a different life. Our old life lived under the law is dead. Now 
we are alive to Jesus Christ and Jesus is alive in us (but Christ lives in me).



And the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith: Paul can only manage 
the new life Jesus gave him by faith. You can’t live the new life Jesus gives on 
the foundation of law-keeping. You can only live it by faith.

Paul realized that on the cross, a 
great exchange occurred. He gave 
Jesus his old, try-to-be-right-

before-God-by-the-law life, and it 
was crucified on the cross. Then 
Jesus gave Paul His life – Christ 

came to live in him. So Paul’s life 
wasn’t his own anymore, it belonged 
to Jesus Christ! Paul didn’t own his 
own life (that life died); he simply 
managed the new life Jesus gave him.

The focus of this verse isn’t the flesh, it is faith. “Faith is not simply a topic 
about which Paul preached from time to time. Nor is it a virtue which he practiced 
occasionally. It is central in all that he does.” (Morris)



Paul’s rebuke of Peter

Paul describes his permanently changed relationship 
to the law.:

In the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me: The faith Paul lived by 
was not faith in himself, faith in the law, or faith in what he could earn or 
deserve before God. It was faith in the Son of God, Jesus Christ – who loved me 
and gave Himself for me.

Before, Paul’s relationship with God was founded on what he could do for God –
his faith was in himself. Now the foundation was what Jesus Christ had done for 
him – his faith was in Jesus. And Paul found a marvelous person to put his faith 
in! It was a person who loved him. It was a person who demonstrated that love 
when He gave Himself for Paul.

Who loved me: Paul can confidently give himself to Jesus because of the love 
Jesus has demonstrated in the past. “It is true that he loves us now, but Paul 
also wrote truly, ‘Who loved me.’ The verb is in the past tense. Jesus loved me 
upon the cross; loved me in the manger of Bethlehem; loved me before ever the 
earth was. There never was a time when Jesus did not love his people.” (Spurgeon)



Paul’s rebuke of Peter
Righteousness comes by faith, not by the law
I do not set aside the grace of God: Paul concluded his public confrontation 

with Peter with strength. For these Jewish Christians from Jerusalem to require 
for themselves or anyone else to live under the Law of Moses to be right with God 
was to set aside the grace of God – the very thing Paul does not do.

If righteousness comes through the law: If this proposition is true, then Jesus 
died in vain – because you can be righteous before God by law-keeping, and you 
don’t need the work of Jesus to make you righteous.

I do not set aside the grace of God: We don’t know the immediate effect of this 
bold stand for the truth. Yet we know that over time Peter came to his senses and 
took Paul’s words to heart. We know this from Acts 15:6-11, where Peter, in 
Jerusalem, before James and Paul and Barnabas and the other apostles, proclaimed 
that Gentiles did not have to come under the Law of Moses to be saved.



We can trust that God used this awkward encounter in 
Antioch for everyone’s good:

· It was good for Paul, because he stayed true and proclaimed 
the gospel.

· It was good for Peter, because he was corrected, and as a 
result became even more convinced in the truth than before.

· It was good for Barnabas, because he came to the correct 
belief on this matter.

· It was good for the men who came from James and started the 
whole mess, because a line was drawn at the true gospel, and 
they had to decide.

· It was good for the Jewish believers in Antioch, because 
they had the truth spelled out clearly before them.

· It was good for the Gentile believers in Antioch, because 
their faith and liberty in Jesus was strengthened.

· It was good for us because the truth still lives today.



All this good came, but only because 
Paul was willing to do something that 

was totally right, but 
extremely uncomfortable. Peter was 

willing to do that too, when he admitted 
he was wrong. Peter and Paul were 

willing to sacrifice their comfort zone 
for what was right.



www.purewordministries.com

Facebook.com/purestwordministries

Twitter.com/word pure            

Pinterest.com/purewordministries/     


