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Purpose of/Freedom From the Law:

1.  Law given because of transgression (Galatians 3:19-21)

2.  Our Bondage to Sin (Galatians 3:22)

3.  Law is a tutor to bring us to Jesus (Galatians 3:23-25)

4.  Our identity is in Christ by Faith (Galatians 3:26-27)

5.  Equal standing with others in Faith (Galatians 3:28-29)



18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of 
promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise.

19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of 
transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise 
was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator.

20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.

21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: 
for if there had been a law given which could have given life, 

verily righteousness should have been by the law.

Galatians 3



Purpose of the Law/Freedom from the Law

The law was given because of man’s transgression.
What purpose then does the law serve? It was added 
because of transgressions: to restrain the 
transgression of men through clearly revealing God’s 
holy standard. God had to give us His standard so we 
would not destroy ourselves before the Messiah came. 
But the law is also added because of transgressions in 
another way; the law reveals a standard we cannot 
keep, showing us more clearly our need for salvation 
in Jesus

Romans 7:5-8: For when we were in the flesh, the 
motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in 
our members to bring forth fruit unto death.
But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness 
of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.
What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. 
Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had 
not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt 
not covet.



Purpose of the Law/Freedom from the Law

Till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made: So as the Law was meant 
to prepare us for the work of the Messiah, it was given till the Seed (Jesus) 
should come. It isn’t that the Law of Moses is revoked when Jesus came (Jesus 
said that He came to fulfill the Law, not destroy it in Matthew 5:17). Instead, 
the Law of Moses is not longer our ground of approaching God.

It was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator: According to ancient 
traditions – true traditions, according to Paul – the Law was delivered to Moses 
on Mount Sinai by the hands of angels. Angels were the “go-between” or mediator 
for Moses when he received the Law from God.

Now a mediator does not mediate for one only, but God is one: Moses needed a 
mediator between himself and God, but we don’t need a mediator between us and 
Jesus – He is our mediator. The law was a two-party agreement brought by 
mediators. Salvation in Jesus by faith is received by a promise.

NOTE:  Galatians 3:20 is “probably the most obscure verse in Galatians, if not 
the entire New Testament.” There are over 250 different interpretations of it.



Purpose of the Law/Freedom from the Law

Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! The law is not 
something evil, opposing God’s promise. The problem with the law is found in its 
inability to give strength to those who desire to keep it. If the law could have 
given life, then it could have brought righteousness. But the Law of Moses brings 
no life; it simply states the command, tells us to keep it, and tells us the 
consequences if we break the command.

“People foolish but wise in their own 
conceits jump to the conclusion: If the 
Law does not justify, it is good for 
nothing. How about that? Because money 
does not justify, would you say that money 
is good for nothing? Because the eyes do 
not justify, would you have them taken 
out? Because the Law does not justify it 
does not follow that the Law is without 
value.” (Luther)

For Christ is the end of 
the law for 
righteousness to every 
one that believeth.
Romans 10:4



22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that 
the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to 
them that believe.

23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, 
shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be 
revealed.

24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us 
unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.

25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under 

a schoolmaster.

Galatians 3



Purpose of the Law / Freedom from the Law

Slaves to Sin: the Picture of our Imprisonment under 
sin

The Scripture has confined all under sin: Paul paints a picture of imprisonment. 
The bars of the cell are sin, keeping us confined. The Scripture put us in the 
prison, because it pointed out our sinful condition. So we sit imprisoned by sin, 
and the law can not help us, because the law put us in the prison.

Given to those who believe: Only faith can break us out of our confinement to 
sin. The Law of Moses can show us clearly our problem and God’s standard, but it 
cannot give us the freedom that only Jesus can give. The freedom is given to 
those who believe.

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples 
indeed;  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  They answered him, We be 
Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?
Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.  And the 
servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever.  If the Son therefore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed. (John 8:31-36)



Purpose of the Law / Freedom from the Law

The Law of Moses is our tutor, a guardian to bring 
us to Jesus:

Before faith came: Before faith came: Before we were saved by faith; before we 
lived our lives by faith, we were kept under guard by the law. Here, Paul uses a 
different word and a different idea than when he wrote the Scripture has confined 
all under sin in the previous verse. The idea behind confined is imprisonment; 
the idea behind under guard is protective custody. There is a sense in which we 
were imprisoned by our own sin under the law; but there is also another sense in 
which it guarded us in protective custody.

How does the law protect us? It protects us by showing us God’s heart. It 
protects us by showing us the best way to live. It protects us by showing what 
should be approved and disapproved among men. It protects us by providing a 
foundation for civil law. In these ways and more, we were kept under guard by 
the law.



Purpose of the Law / Freedom from the Law

The Law of Moses is our tutor, a guardian to bring 
us to Jesus:
Kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed: The Law of Moses prepared 
us to come to Jesus by the way it reveals God’s character and the way it exposed 
our sin. Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be 
justified by faith. The purpose of the Law of Moses is fulfilled when we stop 
trying to justify ourselves and come to faith in Jesus.

The whole purpose of the law is to bring us to Jesus. Therefore, if someone 
doesn’t present the Law in a manner that brings people to faith in Jesus, they 
aren’t presenting the Law properly. The way Jesus presented the Law was to show 
people that they could not fulfill it, and needed to look outside of their law-
keeping to find a righteousness greater than the Scribe and the Pharisees

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.  For verily I say unto you, 
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.  Whosoever therefore 
shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: 
but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  For I say unto you, That 
except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:17-20)



Purpose of the Law / Freedom from the Law

The Law of Moses is our tutor, a guardian to bring 
us to Jesus:
But after faith has come, we are no longer under a Schoolmaster: Once we have 
come to a relationship of faith, we no longer have to live under our tutor, 
though we remember the behavior he has taught us. So we respect our tutor, the 
Law; but we don’t live under him. We live under Jesus by faith.

Tutor is not a completely accurate translation of the idea of the ancient Greek 
word paidagogos. The paidagogos did not simply teach a child they were the 
child’s guardian, watching over the child and his behavior. The idea is more of 
a nanny than of a teacher, but where the tutor could discipline the child.

When the child has grown, he doesn’t do away with the discipline and lessons he 
gained from the tutor; but he also doesn’t live under the tutor any longer. This 
is our relation to the law of God. We learn from it; we remember our lessons 
from it, but we don’t live under the law. “The simile of the schoolmaster is 
striking. Schoolmasters are indispensable. But show me a pupil who loves his 
schoolmaster.” (Luther)



26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus.

27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ.

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus.

29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and 

heirs according to the promise.

Galatians 3



Purpose of the Law / Freedom from the Law

By faith, we find our identity with Jesus Christ:

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus: Compared to what was 
being taught among the Galatians, this was a revolutionary statement. In 
traditional Jewish thinking (carried into Christianity by Jewish Christians), 
your standing before God was measured by your obedience to the law. To truly be 
close to God – considered sons of God – you had to be extremely observant of the 
law, just as the Scribes and Pharisees were (Matthew 23). Here, Paul says we can 
be considered sons of God in a completely different way: through faith in Christ 
Jesus.

To be among the sons of God means that we have a special relationship with 
God as a loving and caring Father. It is a place of closeness, a place of 
affection, a place of special care and attention.

To become a son of God through faith in Christ Jesus means much more than 
believing that He exists or did certain things. It is to put our trust in 
Him, both for now and eternity.



Purpose of the Law / Freedom from the Law

By faith, we find our identity with Jesus Christ:

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ: Here, using the picture of 
baptism, Paul illustrates what it means to have faith in Christ Jesus. He doesn’t 
say we were baptized into water, but baptized into Christ. Just as in water 
baptism a person is immersed in water, so when we place our faith in Christ 
Jesus, we are immersed in Jesus.

Many Christians seem content with just “dipping a bit” into Jesus. God wants 
us to be fully immersed in Jesus; not sprinkled, not just a part of us 
dipped. When a person is immersed in water, you don’t even see the person 
much anymore – you mostly see the water. When we live as baptized into 
Christ, you don’t see so much of “me” anymore; you mostly see Jesus.

It should be stressed that this is the baptism that really saves us: our 
immersion into Jesus. If a person isn’t baptized into Christ, he could be 
dunked a thousand times into water and it would make no eternal difference. 
If a person has been baptized into Christ, then he should follow through and 
do what Jesus told him to do: receive baptism as a demonstration of his 
commitment to Jesus.



Purpose of the Law / Freedom from the Law

By faith, we find our identity with Jesus Christ:

Have put on Christ: Another way of expressing our immersion in Jesus is to say 
that we have put on Christ. In the original language, the phrase has the idea of 
putting on a suit of clothes. So we “clothe ourselves” with Jesus as our 
identity.

Paul says to us, “Your appropriate clothing for each day is to put on Christ. 
People should see that you belong to Him by looking at your life. You should 
live with the awareness that you are adorned with Jesus.”

Some people might wonder if this is only play-acting, if it is really an 
illusion, like a child playing “dress-up.” The answer is simple. It is only 
an illusion if there is no spiritual reality behind it. In this verse, Paul 
really speaks of the spiritual reality – those who were baptized into Christ 
really have put on Christ. Now they are called to live each day consistent 
with the spiritual reality.



Our equal standing with others who come to God 
through faith:

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female: This was an amazing revolution. The whole problem among the 
Galatian Christians is that some wanted to still observe the dividing line 
between Jew and Greek. Paul writes, “In Jesus Christ that line is done away with. 
When we are in Jesus, there is neither Jew nor Greek.” The dividing line between 
Jew and Greek is not the only dividing line erased. Regarding our standing before 
God in Jesus, every dividing line is erased. Now that Jesus is our identity, that 
is more important than any prior identity we possessed. We are all one in Christ 
Jesus.

At that time, some Rabbis quoted a morning prayer that was popular among many Jews 
of that day. According to William Barclay, in that prayer the Jewish man would 
thank God that he was not born a Gentile, a slave, or a woman. Paul takes each of 
these categories and shows them to be equal in Jesus.

Sadly, some Christians still draw lines today. Some draw lines between 
denominations, some draw lines between races, If you feel you have more in common 
with an unbeliever who shares your race or your political party than with a 
genuine Christian from another race or political party, you have drawn a line that 
Jesus died on the cross to erase.



Our equal standing with others who 
come to God through faith:

for ye are all one in Christ Jesus: his is amazing. Some 
would have Paul exclude some of the Christians from a 
Gentile background because they hadn’t come under the Law of 
Moses. Paul includes them saying “You are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” Others might have Paul exclude some of the 
Christians from a Jewish background, because their theology 
was wrong on this point and Paul needed to correct them. 
Paul includes them saying “You are all one in Christ Jesus.”

“Many of God’s children lack a deep understanding of the 
Christian way, but that does not mean that they are not 
genuine Christians. Being a Christian is being a believer, 
not having an intellectual answer to all the problems we 
meet as we live out our Christian lives.” (Morris)



Our equal standing with others who come to God 
through faith:

And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed: Since all Christians belong 
to Jesus the Messiah, all Christians are spiritual descendants of Abraham and 
heirs of God. This place of high privilege comes according to the promise, not 
according to law or works. We are connected with the long line of God’s people 
assembled throughout all the ages.

Some Jewish Christians said to the Galatians that if they submitted to the 
law and became circumcised, they could enjoy the status of being Abraham’s 
seed. Paul points out that this status was already theirs through faith in 
Jesus.

IF you are Christ’s: This is the issue. The issue is not “Are you under the 

law?” The issue is not “Are you a Jew or a Gentile?” The issue is not “Are you 
slave or free?” The issue is not “Are you a man or a woman?” The only issue is if 
you are Christ’s.



If we are Christ’s, then...

· We find our place in eternity, because we are 
sons and daughters of God.

· We find our place in society, because we are 
brothers and sisters in the family of God.

· We find our place in history, because we are 
part of God’s plan of the ages, related 
spiritually to Abraham by our faith in Jesus.

“It enables me to answer the most basic of all human questions, ‘Who am I?’ and to 
say, ‘In Christ I am a son of God. In Christ I am united to all the redeemed people 
of God, past, present, and future. In Christ I discover my identity. In Christ I 
find my feet. In Christ I come home.” (Stott)
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