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And the disciples came to the other side of the sea, but they had 
forgotten to bring any bread. And Jesus said to them, "Watch out 
and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees." They 
began to discuss this among themselves, saying, "He said that 
because we did not bring any bread." But Jesus, aware of this, 
said, "You men of little faith, why do you discuss among 
yourselves that you have no bread? "Do you not yet understand 
or remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many 
baskets full you picked up? "Or the seven loaves of the four 
thousand, and how many large baskets full you picked up? "How 
is it that you do not understand that I did not speak to you 
concerning bread? But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees." Then they understood that He did not say to 
beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees. – Matthew 16:5-12

The Leaven of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees



In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with 
you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, I have decided to 
deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that 
his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.
Your boasting is not good.  Do you not know that a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump of dough? Clean out the old leaven so 
that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. 
For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed. Therefore let us 
celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of 
malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth.
1 Corinthians 5:4-8

A Little Bit of Leaven



Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no 
benefit to you. And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that 
he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. You have been severed from 
Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from 
grace. For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of 
righteousness. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means 
anything, but faith working through love.

You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth? This 
persuasion did not come from Him who calls you. A little leaven leavens the 
whole lump of dough. I have confidence in you in the Lord that you will adopt no 
other view; but the one who is disturbing you will bear his judgment, whoever he 
is.
- Galatians 5:2-10

The Teaching of the 
Pharisees: Seeking to

Be Justified by the Law



“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have 
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke 
of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these 
commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands 
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless 
your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of 
the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. – Matthew 
5:17-20

The Law the Pharisees
Are Teaching has been

Fulfilled through Jesus



“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door of the 
kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter 
who are trying to.

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea 
to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you make them twice as much a 
child of hell as you are.

“Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but 
anyone who swears by the gold of the temple is bound by that oath.’ You blind fools! Which 
is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? You also say, ‘If anyone swears 
by the altar, it means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gift on the altar is bound by 
that oath.’ You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift 
sacred? Therefore, anyone who swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. And 
anyone who swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. And anyone 
who swears by heaven swears by God’s throne and by the one who sits on it.

Strong Warning to the
Teachers of the Law



“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of 
your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters 
of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, 
without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a 
camel.

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside 
of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind 
Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be 
clean.

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like 
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of 
the bones of the dead and everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you 
appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and 
wickedness.

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for 
the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. And you say, ‘If we had lived in 
the days of our ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the 
blood of the prophets.’ So you testify against yourselves that you are the descendants 
of those who murdered the prophets. Go ahead, then, and complete what your 
ancestors started!



“You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you 
escape being condemned to hell? Therefore I 
am sending you prophets and sages and 
teachers. Some of them you will kill and 
crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues 
and pursue from town to town.

And so upon you will come all the righteous 
blood that has been shed on earth, from the 
blood of righteous Abel to the blood of 
Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you 
murdered between the temple and the 
altar. Truly I tell you, all this will come on this 
generation.

The Wrath to Come


