


LEGALIST

- Believes that by keeping the law (or WORKS OF THE LAW) “earns” salvation or “keeps them saved”
- Often they believe that salvation can be lost.
- Will get hung up on dietary restrictions given to Old Testament Jews, keeping the Sabbath on Saturday,

insisting wine was just “grape juice”, etc.
- Example:  Hebrew Roots

PROBLEM

- Misunderstanding of how OT laws were symbolic, or “typological” laws which pointed to the Messiah.
- Misunderstanding that these laws were types or “shadow laws” and have already been revealed by God, completely 

fulfilled by and through Jesus Christ

ROOT

- Pride – Believing that somehow WE have a part in our salvation.  Salvation is 0% what WE do and 100% what 
Jesus did.  



SCRIPTURE

- Colossians 2:17 - Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new 
moon, or of the sabbath days: which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.

- Hebrews 10:1 - For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can 
never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.

- Hebrews 8:3 – 6 - For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this 
man have somewhat also to offer.   For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests
that offer gifts according to the law:  Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was

admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things 
according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.  But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by 
how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.



HEART OF THE MATTER

Since the Shadow Laws were pointing towards what has already been revealed, focusing on the religious aspects of
the old covenant is a love for the “old wine” that needs to be repented of.

- Luke 5:39 - “ No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better.”
- Those under the law are under the ministry of condemnation and the law was a schoolmaster to understand our sin

and why we need a Savior.

- Galatians 3:24-25 – The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  But 
after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.

- Hebrews 1:1 – 2a - God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,
Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son.

SHALL WE THEN TURN TO SHADOWS AND INSULT GODS GRACE?



HYPER-GRACE

- Believes that there are no laws at all relevant to a Christian, not even Moral Laws (which tell us not to murder,
lie, commit adultery, etc.), often beliefs are rooted in a faulty hyper-dispensationalist view.

- They rightly believe and emphasize that salvation cannot be lost
- Will diminish the work of the Holy  Spirit within a believer, and over emphasize salvation apart from the Savior.

PROBLEM

- Oftentimes many are HYPER-dispensationalists who over divide the Word of God, chopping it up to the point of losing
it’s relevancy.

- Will say you “don’t have to follow Jesus, only Paul”, but then will also disregard 90% of Paul’s instructions in his
epistles on how a Christian ought to live.  So what is left of the Bible? 

- Will use terms such as “backloading works” or “hidden works” (which aren’t in the bible BTW) in regard to the ACT
or EVENT of Salvation but don’t’ understand that GOOD works are part of a Christian’s walk AFTER salvation.

- Will, without hesitancy, throw out entire portions of scripture that doesn’t fit their false theology (such as the
book of James, Romans 10, etc.)

- Confuse “works of the law” with “GOOD WORKS” produced in a Christian’s life.

ROOT

- Rebellion – Believing that any desire to be obedient to God, Repentance, or producing good fruit or good works is
optional or non-existent.  Some will even go so far as to say that one can be a murderer and keep on murdering 
after you’ve been saved.



SCRIPTURE

- Luke 6:43 – 46 - For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they 
grapes.  A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of 
the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.
And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?

- Titus 2:11 -13 - For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,  Teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;  Looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

- 2 Peter 3:14-18 - Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him
in peace, without spot, and blameless. And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; As also in all his epistles, speaking in
them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable 
wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these
things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.
But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. 



This know also, that in the last days 
perilous times shall come.
For men shall be lovers of their own 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy,
Without natural affection, trucebreakers, 
false accusers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those that are good,
Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God;
Having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof: from such 
turn away.
For of this sort are they which creep into 
houses, and lead captive silly women 
laden with sins, led away with divers 
lusts,
Ever learning, and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth.

- 2 Timothy 3:5



What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are 
dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, 
that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not 
serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.
Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: Knowing that Christ being raised from 
the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in 
that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your 
members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from 
the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have dominion over 
you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.

Romans 6:1-12



HEART OF THE MATTER
Some Hyper-Grace believers go so far into the ditch that they try to eradicate or vilify good works in a Christian, not 
understanding that good works a believer does are not of their flesh, but by the power of the Holy Spirit.  They equate 
works with salvation, and do not understand that good works through the Spirit have nothing to do with earning or 
keeping salvation.

- Mat 5:16-20 - Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.  Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

Ps 143:10 - Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness.

REAL GRACE WORKS OUT, WHAT GOD HAD WORKED IN

1 Cor 15:10 - But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I 
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

2 Cor 6:1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.

Titus 2:11-13 - For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,  Teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;  Looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

2 Cor 9:8 - And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work:


