
An Introduction



How do we know that it was James, the 
brother of Jesus, that wrote this letter we 

now refer to as the Book of James?

There are four men in the New Testament with the name James:

■ There was an apostle named James, Son of Zebedee and Salome, and 
the brother of John. This apostle could not have written this 
letter because The Book of James was written around 48 AD, and the
apostle named James died in 44 AD, 4 years earlier.

■ Another apostle was “James the Less”, Son of Alphaeus. As his name 
indicates, this apostle did not have the position in society to 
have the influence that the writer of this letter must have had.

■ The third James is the father of Judas the apostle, and nothing 
else is ever mentioned about him, so he probably was not well-known 
enough to speak with the authority indicated by the author.

■ And the other James mentioned in the New Testament is the brother 
of Jesus. This James was recognized as the leading Overseer of the 
Judean Church. He was very influential both among the Jews and 
within the Church.



Of all the books in the New Testament, James is perhaps the 
most controversial. 

However, at the same time, James’s letter is certainly one of 
the most quoted books of the entire Bible. It’s filled with 
famous phrases that often make their way into Christian 
conversation:

“Faith produces steadfastness.”
“God cannot be tempted.”
“Every good and perfect gift comes from above.”
“Be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger.”
“Be doers of the word, and not hearers only.”
“Even the demons believe—and shudder!”
“Faith apart from works is dead.”
“Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”

The Book of James – the Hyper-
Dispensationalists Nightmare



The primary message James is driving in this book is that a Christian’s 
faith in the gospel should work itself out in how they live their life. As 
he says in James 1:22, believers in Jesus should not just hear the word and 
believe it, but they should also do what it says!

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built 
his house upon a rock: - Matthew 7:24

But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves. – James 1:22

The Book of James – The New Testament’s
Book of Proverbs

James is an intensely practical book, filled with exhortations to Christians 
about the way they should live their lives now that they have been given new 
life in Jesus. It is filled with allusions to and quotations of the 
teachings of Jesus, and it includes more imperatives per word than any other 
New Testament book. For these reasons, James has been called “the Proverbs 
of the New Testament.”



Many false teachers will allude to the fact that James was NOT

written to the church, the Body of Christ, because the 

recipients are identified in 1:1 as "the twelve tribes scattered 

among the nations." The fact that the recipients were Christians 

is clear from James 2:1 (“My brothers and sisters, believers in 

our glorious Lord Jesus Christ); and James 5:7-8 (“Be patient, 

then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the 

farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently 

waiting for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and 

stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.)

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered 

abroad, greetings.



Also, we know that the recipients 

were Christian because in James 1:12 

it says: “Blessed is the one who 

perseveres under trial because, 

having stood the test, that person 

will receive the crown of life that 

the Lord has promised to those who 

love him”.  The Crown of Life is a 

promise to believers in the body of 

Christ.

Who were the Recipients of James’ 
epistle?



It is plausible that the audience were believers from the early 

Jerusalem church who, after Stephen's death, were scattered as 

far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Syrian Antioch (see Acts 8:1; 

11:19). This would account for James's references to trials and 

oppression, his intimate knowledge of the readers and the 

authoritative nature of the letter. As leader of the Jerusalem 

church, James wrote as pastor to instruct and encourage his 

dispersed people in the face of their difficulties.

Who were the Recipients of James’ 

epistle?



James’s teaching on works complemented—not contradicted—Paul’s 

teaching on faith.  While Pauline teachings concentrate on our 

justification with God, James’ teachings concentrate on the works 

that DEMONSTRATE that justification. James was writing to Jews to 

encourage them to continue growing in this new Christian faith. 

James emphasizes that good actions will naturally flow from those 

who are filled with the Spirit and questions whether someone may 

or may not have a saving faith if the fruits of the Spirit cannot 

be seen, much as Paul describes in Galatians 5:22-23.

Does James contradict Paul?



Paul respected James, for he chose to consult him, and only him, soon after 

his conversion:

Galatians 1:19 "I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord's 

brother.“

Paul visited James in Jerusalem soon after his conversion around 35 AD. Paul 

referred to James as the ‘pillar’ of the church:

Galatians 2:9 "James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me 

and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace 

given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the 

Jews."

Does James contradict Paul?



Does James contradict Paul?
Paul sought his advice and respected him enough to follow that advice.

Acts 21:18-26 –"And the day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders 
were present.  And when he had saluted them, he declared particularly what things God had 
wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry.

And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, 
how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law: 
And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the 
Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, 
neither to walk after the customs.  What is it therefore? the multitude must needs come 
together: for they will hear that thou art come.  Do therefore this that we say to thee: 
We have four men which have a vow on them;  Them take, and purify thyself with them, and 
be at charges with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may know that those 
things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou thyself 
also walkest orderly, and keepest the law.  As touching the Gentiles which believe, we 
have written and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that they keep 
themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, and from strangled, and from 
fornication.

Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying himself with them entered into the 
temple, to signify the accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an offering 
should be offered for every one of them.”



What do the Scriptures tell us 
about James?

Mark 6:3 - It is believed James is the oldest of the four brothers of Jesus 
because it was the custom at that time to list brothers from the oldest to the 
youngest. Since his name is first on the list, it is believed he was the 
oldest.

John 7:2-5 - These verses show his brothers mocking him. Before the 
resurrection, Jesus’ brothers did not believe Him to be God’s Son and didn’t 
understand His mission. They challenged Him concerning His mission.

1 Corinthians 15:7 - James was among those to whom Christ appeared after his 
resurrection.

Acts 1:14 - James was also present at the meeting of the disciples after the 
resurrection.

Acts 12:17 - Peter thought highly of him. Peter reported to him upon his 
release from prison around 44 AD.



What do the Scriptures tell us 
about James?

Acts 15:12-29 - James became chairman of the Council of the Church in 
Jerusalem. He was well respected by both Jews and Christians because he was 
very ‘politically correct’ for his time and was able to negotiate on both 
sides of the issue between Jews and Gentiles.

Luke 24:10 - When Christ was crucified, notice how Mary was identified as the 
“mother of James” rather than the mother of Jesus. And in (Jude 1) Jude 
identified himself as ‘a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James’.

1 Corinthians 9:5 - This verse indicates that James was probably married and 
had his wife accompany him on his travels.



Remember that Galatians 3:26-28 says:

“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For 

as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 

there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 

heirs according to the promise.”

Is the book of James for Gentile 
Christians?



Remember that Ephesians 4:4-6 says:

“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one 

hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God 

and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you 

all.”

Is the book of James for Gentile 
Christians?

DESPITE WHAT HYPER-DESPENSATIONALISTS WILL TRY TO CONVINCE YOU, 

THERE IS NO SEPARATE GOSPEL FOR JEWISH CHRISTIANS.
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