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1.  Paul suffers for their sake (Colossians 1:24)
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1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 
and Timotheus our brother,

2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which 
are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, praying always for you,

4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of 

the love which ye have to all the saints,



:
Greeting and Thanksgiving:

Paul: The author of Colossians was Paul; he wrote the letter while in Roman 
custody (Colossians 4:3, 4:10, and 4:18), probably from Rome and around 63 AD.

and Timotheus our brother: Timothy was an honored companion of Paul, but he 
was not an apostle. “Though Timothy is here joined in the salutation, yet he 
has never been understood as having any part in composing this epistle. He 
has been considered as the scribe of the apostle.” (Clarke)

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ: When Paul addressed the 
saints, he did not separate some Christians from others in the Colossian 
church. Every true Christian is a saint. However, Paul may make a 
distinction with the phrase faithful brethren. He may refer to those who 
haven’t embraced the false teaching that concerned Paul (sometimes referred 
to as the “Colossian Heresy”, which was a corruption of the Gospel with 
elements of mystical Judaism and Gnosticism). The solution is always the 
same: a better understanding of Jesus. Knowing the real Jesus helps us stay 
away from the counterfeit, no matter how it comes packaged.



Greeting and Thanksgiving:

Grace be unto you, and 
peace, from God our 
Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: This 
letter – full of love 
and concern, written to 
a church Paul had 
neither planted nor 
visited – shows the 
power of Christian love. 
Paul didn’t need to see 
or meet or directly know 
these Christians in 
order to love them and 
be concerned for them.

By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another.
- John 13:35

:



:
Paul’s Prayer for the Colossians:

We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always 
for you: Though he had never met most of them, the Christians of Colosse were 
on Paul’s prayer list. He prayed for them not only often, but always. When 
Paul did pray for the Colossians, he did it full of gratitude. Perhaps those 
who pray the most end up having the most reasons to thank God. 

Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have 
to all the saints: Paul was thankful for their faith in Christ Jesus and 
their love for all the saints. Genuine faith in Jesus will always have a 
true love for God’s people as a companion.

Why Paul was Thankful:

FAITH   •    HOPE    •     LOVE
And now these three remain:

But the greatest of these is love.



5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, 
whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the 
gospel;

6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and 
bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the 
day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:

7 As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, 
who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;

8 Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.



:
Why Paul was Thankful:

For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven: Paul was thankful for the 
hope laid up for them in heaven. He was thankful when he considered the 
destiny of the Colossian Christians.  We notice the familiar triad of faith, 
hope, and love. These were not merely theological ideas to Paul; they 
dominated his thinking as a Christian.

and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, 
and knew the grace of God in truth: Paul has heard that the Gospel has started 
to bring forth fruit in Colosse. When we hear the gospel of Christ and live to 
please Him, the natural result is behavioral choices that look like His. Jesus 
made it clear that true followers of Him will be recognizable by their fruit: “Ye 
shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thistles?  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can 
a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.  Every tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall 
know them” (Matthew 7:16–20).



9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease 
to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the 
knowledge of God;

11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, 
unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be 

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:



:
How Paul prayed for the Colossians:

and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding: Paul prayed that they would have a 
knowledge of His will, informed by a true spiritual understanding. To know God 
and what He requires of us is our first responsibility.

That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every 
good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God: Paul prayed that they would 
live according to the same knowledge they received, living out a walk worthy of 
the Lord.  Being fruitful is how we can be fully pleasing to God and how our 
Christian lives reflect His presence in them. This is an echo of Jesus’ thought 
in John 15:7-8: If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what 
you desire and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.

Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience 
and longsuffering with joyfulness: As we walk worthy of the Lord, His strength 
is there to help us meet all of life’s challenges, and to endure and overcome 
problems with circumstances (patience) and people (longsuffering) with joy.



:
Paul’s thanks to the Father:

Giving thanks unto the Father, 
which hath made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in light: In the 
divine administration, the 
Father is mentioned in 
connection with the broad sweep 
of His plan of redemption. He 
is the Person of the Trinity 
who initiates the plan of the 
ages. It is the Father who 
qualifies us, not our own 
works. We gain this as an 
inheritance, instead of earning 
it as a wage.

This then is the message which we have 
heard of him, and declare unto you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at 

all.
If we say that we have fellowship with 

him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do 
not the truth:

But if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with 

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin.

1 John 1:5-7



13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins:  15 Who is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of every creature:

16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him, and for him:

17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.



:

Paul’s thanks to the Father:

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into 
the kingdom of his dear Son: Christians have been delivered from Satan’s 
domain. The word has the idea of a rescue by a sovereign power.  Another place 
where this same phrase for power of darkness is used is in Luke 22:53, where 
Jesus spoke of the darkness surrounding His arrest and passion in the same 
terms. “These words refer to the sinister forces marshaled against him for 
decisive combat in the spiritual realm.” (Bruce)

The word “translated” had a special significance in the ancient world. When one 
empire conquered another, the custom was to take the population of the defeated 
empire and transfer it completely to the conqueror’s land. It is in this sense 
that Paul says we have been conveyed into God’s kingdom. Everything we have and 
everything we are now belongs to Him.



:

Paul’s focus on Jesus:

Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: The 
Greek word “image” expressed two ideas:  Likeness AND Manifestation.  The 
stronger word used here proves that Paul knew that Jesus is God just as God 
the Father is God. It means that “Jesus is the very stamp of God the Father.”
Firstborn (the ancient Greek word prototokos) can describe either priority in 
time or supremacy in rank. As Paul used it here, he probably had both ideas in 
mind, with Jesus being before all created things and Jesus being of a 
supremely different order than all created things.

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: There is no doubt that 
Jesus is the author of all creation. He Himself is not a created being. When we 
behold the wonder and the glory of the world Jesus created, we worship and honor 
Him all the more.



18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he 
might have the preeminence.

19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness 
dwell;  20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, 
by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, 
whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.

21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind 
by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled  22 In the body of 
his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and 

unreproveable in his sight:



:

Paul’s focus on Jesus:

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence:
This describes Jesus’ relationship to the church. Here, head refers both to 
Jesus’ role as source of the church and authority over it.

For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell: The ancient Greek 
word for dwell is here used in the sense of a permanent dwelling. There is an 
entirely different word used for the sense of a temporary dwelling place. Paul 
wanted to emphasize the idea that Jesus was not temporarily God, but is 
permanently God.

And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all 
things unto himself; by him: Again we notice where the peace was made. We don’t 
make our own peace with God, but Jesus made peace for us through His work on the 
cross.



:

The Greatness of Jesus’ work:

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence:
The ancient Greek word translated alienated (apellotriomenous) is literally 
“transferred to another owner.” This transfer of ownership, from God to Satan 
and self, affected us in both mind and behavior. Belonging to the race of 
Adam, we are born alienated from God. Then as individuals, we each choose to 
accept and embrace that alienation with our wicked works.

yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present you 
holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: This is the result of God’s 
work of reconciliation. Taken together, these words show that in Jesus we are 
pure and can’t even be justly accused of impurity. A desire to be saved means a 
desire to be made holy, and blameless, and above reproach; not merely a desire to 
escape the fires of hell on our own terms. 



23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and 
which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; 
whereof I Paul am made a minister;

24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that 
which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his 
body's sake, which is the church:  25 Whereof I am made a 
minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to 
me for you, to fulfil the word of God;

26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from 

generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:



:

The Greatness of Jesus’ work:

If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from 
the hope of the gospel: Those truly reconciled must truly persevere. Paul’s 
main focus is continuing in the truth of the gospel (continue in the faith... 
not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard). It is important 
for Christians to continue in godly conduct, but we are not saved by our godly 
conduct. So it is even more important for Christians to continue in the truth 
of the gospel because we are saved by grace through faith.



:

Paul Suffers for their sake:

Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of 
the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the 
church: Paul wrote this from a Roman jail. He was able to see that his 
sufferings worked something good for others, so he could say that his 
sufferings were for the Colossians and other Christians. Paul did not suffer 
for himself in the way that an ascetic might. Instead he suffered for the sake 
of the body of Christ.  Ascetics focus on their holiness, on their spiritual 
growth, and on their perfection. Paul followed in the footsteps of Jesus and 
was an others-centered person. Paul found holiness, spiritual growth, and 
maturity when he pursued these things for others.



:

Paul reveals the mystery of God that was once 
hidden:

Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:  Whereof I am 
made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for 
you, to fulfil the word of God: Paul was a minister – that is, a servant of 
the body of Christ, the church. He did not take this position on his own 
initiative, but according to the stewardship from God. God put Paul into this 
position, he did not put himself. In the Biblical sense, a mystery is not a 
riddle. It is a truth that can only be known by revelation and not by 
intuition. Now it can be known, because it now has been revealed to His 
saints. There were aspects to God’s plan that were not clearly revealed in the 
Old Testament. The specific mystery Paul refers to here deals with many 
aspects of the work of Jesus in His people:  Christ in us, the Hope of Glory 
(Colossians 1:27)



27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of 
the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which 
is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching 
every man in all wisdom; that we may present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus:

29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his 
working, which worketh in me mightily.

Colossians 1



:

The Mystery of the Indwelling of the Holy 
spirit, the Spirit of Christ in us:

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: The wonder and 
glory of the abiding, indwelling Jesus was not clearly revealed in the Old 
Testament, especially that He would abide in the Gentiles. Therefore, this 
aspect of the work of Jesus in His people was a mystery that wasn’t revealed 
until the time of Jesus and the apostles. his is the Christian’s hope of 
glory. It isn’t our own hard work or devotion to God, or the power of our own 
spirituality. Instead, it is the abiding presence of Jesus: Christ in you. 



:

Paul’s Apostolic Ministry:

Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that 
we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Paul didn’t preach himself, 
he preached Jesus. Paul wanted the whole gospel for the whole world. He 
wouldn’t hold back in either area – it was for every man, and he presented it 
in all wisdom. The work of warning – or helping to impart understanding – was a 
passion for Paul in ministry (Acts 20:31). It is also the job of church 
leaders (1 Thessalonians 5:12) and of the church body in general (Colossians 
3:16), providing that they are able to admonish others (Romans 15:14).

that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: The goal of Paul’s 
ministry was to bring people to maturity in Christ. “This work is for every 
man. In contrast, the false teachers at Colosse “believed the way of salvation 
to be so involved that it could be understood only by a select few who made up 
sort of a spiritual aristocracy.” (Vaughan)



:

Paul’s Apostolic Ministry:

29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh 
in me mightily: Paul’s work was empowered by God’s mighty strength. But God’s 
strength in Paul’s life didn’t mean that he did nothing. He worked hard 
according to His working.
“The word ‘struggling’ striving, whose root can mean ‘to compete in the 
games’, carries, as of then in Paul, the idea of athletic contest: Paul does 
not go about his work half-heartedly, hoping vaguely that grace will fill in 
the gaps which he is too lazy to work at himself.” (Wright)



Doxology

We, like Paul, should be striving for continued 
spiritual growth, which includes the knowledge of 

God, the knowledge of His will, and wisdom. 
Salvation is entirely the work of God, through His 
Holy Spirit, who drastically changes our fate by 

rescuing us from sin.
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