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Restoration of the Brethern & Doing 
Good:

1.  Restoring those overtaken in sin (Galatians 6:1)

2.  Bearing each other’s burdens/Bearing our own load
(Galatians 6:2-5)

3.  Doing good to other brothers in the faith
(Galatians 6:6-10)
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Final Words:

1.  Paul’s Postscript (Galatians 6:11)

2.  Final word regarding the motives of legalists among the    
Galatians (Galatians 6:12-13)

3.  Paul’s Motives (Galatians 6:14-15)

4.  A blessing on those who walk in God’s truth
(Galatians 6:16)

5.  Last Words (Galatians 6:17-18)



1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ.

3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is 
nothing, he deceiveth himself.

4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he 
have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.

5 For every man shall bear his own burden.

Galatians 6



Restoration of the Brethern & Doing Good
Restoring those overtaken in sin:

If a man is overtaken in any trespass: Paul’s wording here speaks not of a 
determined and hardened sinner. Instead, the idea is of someone who has 
fallen into sin, finding themselves trapped in a place they never thought 
they would be. Overtaken “Contains the idea of falling. It is not the 
deliberate, the planned, aspect of sin that is stressed here, but rather the 
unwitting element. Mistake rather than misdeed is the force of the word, 
though without absolution of responsibility.” (Ridderbos, cited in Morris)

Restore such a one: The overtaken ones need to be restored. They are not to 
be ignored. They are not to be excused. They are not to be destroyed. The 
goal is always restoration.

in a spirit of gentleness: Restoration must always be done in a spirit of 
gentleness, with full understanding of our own weakness and corruption. 
Those doing the restoring must guard against the temptation of pride, as 
well as the same temptation the overtaken one struggled with.



Restoration of the Brethern & Doing Good
Bearing One Another’s burdens / Bearing our Own 
Load:
Bear one another’s burdens: The focus isn’t on “expect others to bear your 
burdens.” That is self-focused, and always leads to pride, frustration, 
discouragement, and depression. Instead, God always directs us to be others-
focused, and says, “Bear one another’s burdens”. The assumption which lies 
behind this command is namely that we all have burdens and that God does not 
mean us to carry them alone.” (Stott)

And so fulfill the law of Christ: As we bear one another’s burdens, we are 
fulfilling the simple law of Christ: A new commandment I give to you, that 
you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 
By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another (John 13:34-35).

Through this whole letter Paul battled the legalists among the Galatian 
Christians. Here, he hit them again. Paul essentially said, “Do you want to 
fulfill the law? Here is your law to fulfill. Bear one another’s burdens 
and so fulfill the law of Christ.”



Restoration of the Brethren & doing Good
For if a man think himself to be something, when he 
is nothing, he deceiveth himself: Pride prevents us 
from bearing one another’s burdens and fulfilling 
the law of Christ. It is often pride that keeps us 
from ministering to one another as we should. also 
stifles ministry in another way. Out of pride, 
people will refuse to receive help when someone else 
reaches out to help bear their burden.

He deceives himself: There are few things more 
self-deceptive than pride. To be proud is to be 
blind – blind to the freely given favor and gifts of 
God, blind to our sin and depravity, blind to the 
good in others, and blind to the foolishness of 
self-centeredness

Philippians 2:3b-4: In lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 
than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but 
also for the interests of others.

“The misery of most men is, 
that their minds are as ill set 

as their eyes, neither of them 
look inwards.” (Trapp)



Restoration of the Brethern & Doing Good
Bearing One Another’s burdens / Bearing our Own 
Load:
But let every man prove his own work: Instead of deceiving ourselves, we 
must take a careful and a sober examination of our works before God. If we 
don’t, and if we carry on under our self-deception, then we may think our 
works are approved before God, when really they aren’t. 

For each one shall bear his own burden:
The Bible speaks of a day when our works 
will be examined before the Lord. This is 
the judgment seat of Christ described in 
Romans 14:10 and 2 Corinthians 5:10. On 
that day, each one shall bear his own load.

We, as Christians, ought to be lifting up, 
not tearing down one another.



6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him 
that teacheth in all good things.

7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.

8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting.

9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we 
shall reap, if we faint not.

10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all 

men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

Galatians 6



Doing Good to others in the Faith
Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all 
good things: In this context of caring for one another, Paul instructs those who 
are taught to support (share in all good things) those who teach them.

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will 
also reap: Paul reminded them of God’s principle of sowing and reaping.

Luther put it strongly: “Be careful, you scoffers. God may postpone His 
punishment for a time, but He will find you out in time, and punish you for 
despising His servants. You cannot laugh at God.”

For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption;: A farmer 
reaps the same as he has sown. If he plants wheat, wheat comes up. In the same 
way, if we continually sow to the flesh, indulging ourselves in fleshly desires 
and wickedness, how much more will these desires of the flesh increase in size 
and strength.



Doing Good to others in the Faith
And let us not be weary in well doing: Paul urges the Galatians not to grow 
tired of doing good. Doing good is hard work, especially if someone begins to 
doubt whether it matters. Paul is urging the Galatians to keep living in a way 
that is consistent with the Gospel. They are free people in Christ, and God's 
Spirit is with them. Eventually, the crop of eternal life will come up and they 
will see it for themselves. The good works the Galatians are doing in the power 
of the Spirit will also bear fruit. God will often allow His people to see how 
their investment of themselves to do good matters both in this life and in the 
life to come. (BibleRef)

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto ALL men: Through the 
power of God's Spirit, we should:  restore those caught in sin with gentleness 
and humility, we should help to carry each other's burdens,  and we should do 
GOOD to ALL men. As Christians, we should be honest with ourselves about what 
God is doing through us. We need to take responsibility for what He has asked us 
to carry. Eternal life comes from planting God's Spirit by faith in Christ, and 
not by works of the flesh, we must keep doing good. The harvest will show that 
we planted well.
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Doing Good to others in the Faith

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith: In Christ, we are siblings, and God is 
our Father. Doing good to others in our household is an investment that will pay 
off for them and for us both now and for eternity.

“While it is the time of sowing let us sow the good seed; and let our love be, 
as the love of Christ is, free, manifested to all. Let us help all who need help 
according to the uttermost of our power; but let the first objects of our regards 
be those who are of the household of faith - the members of the Church of Christ, 
who form one family, of which Jesus Christ is the head. Those have the first 
claims on our attention, but all others have their claims also, and therefore we 
should do good unto all.” (Adam Clark’s Commentary on Galatians)



11 Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with 
mine own hand.

12 As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, 
they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they 
should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.

13 For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep 
the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they 
may glory in your flesh.

14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified 

unto me, and I unto the world.

Galatians 6



Paul’s Final Words to the Galatians
Paul’s personal postscript:
I have written unto you with mine own hand: Paul’s custom, typical in the 
ancient world, was to dictate his letters to a secretary. But he would often 
personally write a short portion at the end, both to authenticate the letter 
and to add a personal touch.

As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be 
circumcised: The legalists pretended to be motivated out of concern for the 
ones they tried to bring under the law. But Paul saw through this deception 
and saw their motive was really selfish, simply desiring the honor and 
glory of a good showing in the flesh. They wanted the Galatians to become 
circumcised so they could wear the submission of these Gentiles as a badge 
of achievement. 

only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ: Beyond 
their own glory, their other motive was to avoid persecution for the cross 
of Christ. If these legalists had said, “We are saved only by the work of 
the cross of Christ, not by our obedience under the law,” they would have 
been persecuted. Probably the persecution would have come from other 
legalistic Christians or from those still in Judaism. Their unwillingness 
to stand in the face of this pressure made them stand for false doctrines.



Paul’s Final Words to the Galatians
Paul writes about his motives:
But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Paul’s heart cared nothing for the glory that came from fame. He 
cared nothing for the glory that came from riches. He cared nothing for the 
glory that came from status and power among men. He only cared about the 
glory of the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world: In Galatians 
5:24, Paul wrote about having crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. Now with the flesh on the cross he also put the world on the cross, 
and considers himself dead to the world. The world cannot have any influence 
over us if it is dead, and we cannot respond to any influence from the world 
if we are dead to the world – the world being “the community of sinful 
humanity that is united in rebellion against God”.

There is nothing more worldly than trying to make a good showing in the 
flesh. When we live for the glory that comes from fame, from riches, from 
status, or from power among men we are very alive to the world and the world 
is very alive to us.



15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth 
any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.

16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace 
be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear 
in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.

18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 

with your spirit. Amen.

Galatians 6



Paul’s Final Words to the Galatians

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, 
but a new creature: Without doubt, Paul knew Christians had a moral standard to 
live by (described in passages like Galatians 5:19-21). But what really mattered 
was not what we do in keeping the law, especially in its ceremonies, but what God 
has done in us – making us a new creation. We don’t make ourselves a new creation; 
God does it in us. At root, Christianity is something God does in us, not 
something we do for God. This can simply define the difference between the 
systems of grace and law.

And as many as walk according to this rule: Lightfoot on rule, the ancient 
Greek word kanon: “The carpenter’s or surveyor’s line by which a direction is 
taken.” There is a rule for the Christian life, revealed by God’s Word. We just 
don’t make it up as we go along. We are to measure ourselves according to this 
rule.  If we keep changing or moving this rule, we are the epitome of pride, 
placing ourselves as God over his Holy word.

A blessing on those who walk in God’s truth:



Paul’s Final Words to the Galatians

peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God: Just as Paul was 
willing to pronounce a curse on those who taught false doctrines (Galatians 1:8-
9), he was also willing to give a blessing to those who walk according to this 
rule. These are those who are the true Israel of God, the descendants of Abraham 
according to faith.

I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus: Paul wrote as someone who had 
suffered for Jesus, and who bore those marks on his body. Having suffered so, he 
can say from now on let no one trouble me, in the sense that it is fruitless for 
anyone to try, because he has already endured the worst. were not wounds similar 
to Jesus’ wounds; they are marks that identify – or even “brand” – Paul as a 
follower of Jesus. In the ancient world, slaves were branded with the name of 
their master. “Often a master branded his slaves with a mark that showed them to 
be his. Most likely what Paul means is that the scars of the things he had 
suffered for Christ are the brands which show him to be Christ’s slave.” 
(Barclay) 

A blessing on those who walk in God’s truth:

Final Words:



Paul’s Final Words to the Galatians

Paul could wish nothing greater for the 
Galatians than this:  that they would 
walk in a grace relationship with God 

instead of the legal, performance-based 
relationship that endangered them so. 
This is an appropriate end for the 

letter and prayer for all our lives.
Amen.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit:
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