
The
7 Churches:

Letters 
from God 
to Us for 
Right Now

Part 1:  Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamos



Interesting 
Facts about 
Revelation

There are 7 Blessings in Revelation:  1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7 and 
22:14

There are also 7 Churches, 7 Spirits, 7 Lampstands, 7 Stars, 7 Seals on the 
Scroll, 7 Horns of the Lamb, 7 Eyes of the Lamb, 7 Angels, 7 Trumpets, 7 
Thunders, 7 heads of the Dragon, 7 heads of the Beast, 7 Golden Bowls, and 
7 Kings

The number 7 in the Bible symbolizes the completion and perfection of 
things that are both physical and spiritual. (It took God 7 Days to Create the 
Heavens and the Earth)

The number 6 symbolizes man and human weakness, the evils of Satan and the 
manifestation of sin. Man was created on the sixth day. Men are appointed 6 days to 
labor.  A Hebrew slave was to serve six years and be released in the 7th year.  Six years 
were appointed for the land to be sown and harvested. The number 6 is also associated 
with Satan in his temptation of Jesus.  The bringing together of three 6's is the number 
and mark of the end time Beast of Revelation.



Who Are the 7 
Churches in 
Revelation?

• They were historical churches 
that existed during the time 
John wrote Revelation

• BUT they also prophetically 
describe the state of ALL 
churches throughout ALL time, 
the pastors over those 
churches, and the individuals 
within the churches

• Jesus’ revelation focuses on 
these churches(pastors & 
individuals) deeds as well as 
on repentance.



Bengel's
Gnomen
Commentary

Τῷ ἀγγέλῳ, (to the angel) There is a most weighty reason 
for these seven epistles. When the people were about to 
receive the law at Sinai, they were first purified: the same 
people, when the kingdom of God was now at hand, were 
prepared for it through repentance, by the ministry of John 
the Baptist; and now the Christian Church is furnished with 
these epistles, in order that they may worthily receive so 
great a Revelation (just as the writer himself had previously 
been prepared to receive it by his banishment and alarm). 
For the object of the writing is, that the Church, putting 
away from the midst of itself evil men, after due 
admonition, and evil things, may be prepared rightly to 
embrace and preserve this most precious deposit, this 
Revelation of such great moment, which the heavenly 
beings themselves honor with such profound adorations, 
and also to behold great events, to receive the most 
abundant enjoyments, and to avoid woes; the epistles 
themselves being interspersed with glowing sparks from 
the remaining part of the Revelation, and those most fitted 
to arouse the attention and prepare the way for the 
understanding of what is revealed; and the renovation of 
the Church by repentance, as is befitting, is placed before 
the sight of the rainbow, ch. Revelation 4:3.



The Letters 
have a Similar 
Layout to each 
Church:

An address to a particular church

An introduction of Jesus

A statement regarding the condition of the church

A verdict from Jesus regarding the condition of the church

A command from Jesus to the church & a consequence

An exhortation to the church & an exhortation to all Christians

A promise of reward



“To The Angel Of….”

As described in Revelation 1:20, 
“angel” (which is a messenger) may 

be a pastor of the church, or an 
angelic being "looking in" on the 

workings of the church. In some way, 
the angel represents this church. But 

the letter isn't written just to the 
messenger, but to the whole church.

"I consider what is spoken to the 
angel as spoken to the whole 

Church; and that it is 
not his particular state that is 

described, but the states of 
the people in general under his 

care." (Clarke)



Ephesus: the Loveless Church
Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith 
he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in 
the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;
I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou 
canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them 
which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them 
liars:
And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast 
laboured, and hast not fainted.
Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left 
thy first love.
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and 
do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.
But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the 
Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree 
of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.



Address to the Church 
of Ephesus

• Ephesus was a famous city in the ancient world, with an 
equally famous church. Ephesus was the city where Paul 
ministered for three years (Acts 19:1, Acts 10, Acts 20:31). 
It was the city where Aquilla and Priscilla, with Apollos 
ministered (Acts 18:24-28). It was the city where Paul's close 
associate Timothy (1 Timothy 1:3) ministered. And according to 
strong and consistent church historical traditions, the 
Apostle John himself ministered there.

• Ephesus was also world-famous as a religious, cultural, and 
economic center of the region. Ephesus had the notable temple 
of Diana, who was a fertility goddess worshipped with immoral 
sex. This tremendous temple to Diana in Ephesus was regarded 
as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. It was 
supported by 127 pillars, each pillar sixty feet tall, and it 
was adorned with great sculptures.

• “Ephesus was a stronghold of Satan. Here many evil things 
both superstitious and satanic were practiced. Books 
containing formula for sorcery and other ungodly and forbidden 
arts were plentiful in that city." (Gaebelein in his 
commentary on Acts)



The Introduction of 
Jesus

• He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who 
walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands:
These images are taken from John's vision of Jesus in 
Revelation 1. They emphasize the authority of Jesus 
in the Church (He holds the seven stars) and His 
immediate presence in the Church (He walks in the 
midst of the seven golden lampstands). This 
introduction stresses that Jesus is central to the 
church and should be recognized as central to the 
church.

• The ancient Greek word kratein or “holds” is an 
emphatic and complete word. Jesus has these churches, 
and holds them securely. The churches belong to 
Jesus, not the leaders of the churches or to the 
people of the churches. He holds them.



The Condition of the 
Church

• Doctrinally Pure: The Ephesians church was a 
doctrinally pure church. Sometimes a focus on 
doctrinal purity will make a congregation cold, 
suspicious, and intolerant. "When love dies orthodox 
doctrine becomes a corpse, a powerless formalism. 
Adhesion to the truth sours into bigotry when the 
sweetness and light of love to Jesus depart." 
(Spurgeon)

• A Working Church: The Ephesian church was a working 
church. Sometimes a focus on working for Jesus will 
eclipse a love relationship with Him. We can put what 
we do for Jesus before of who we are in Him. We can 
leave Jesus in the temple, just as the parents of 
Jesus did (Luke 2:45-46).



The Condition of the 
Church

• You cannot bear those who are evil: The Ephesian church also
pursued doctrinal purity. Paul warned the Ephesians in Acts 20:29-
31: For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from among 
yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away the disciples after themselves. Therefore watch, and remember 
that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and 
day with tears. From this commendation of Jesus, we know that the 
Ephesians took Paul's warning seriously.

• The church today, like the Ephesian church then, must vigorously 
test those who claim to be messengers from God - especially those 
who say they are apostles, because deceivers will speak well of 
themselves. The greater the evil, the more deceptive its cloak.

• You have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My 
name's sake and have not become weary: The Ephesian church 
continued doing these things, without becoming weary. They showed 
a godly perseverance that we should imitate. By all outward 
appearances, this was a solid church that worked hard, had great 
outreach, and protected the integrity of the gospel.



Jesus’ Verdict of the 
Church of Ephesus

• Nevertheless I have this against you: Jesus begins 
with a sobering word - nevertheless, which means 
"despite all that." Jesus took into full account all the 
good in the Ephesian church, yet despite all that, He 
had something against them.  Nevertheless means that all 
the good in the Ephesian church did not cancel out the 
bad Jesus is about to describe.

• You have left your first love: Despite all the good in 
the Ephesian church, there is something seriously wrong. 
They have left - not lost - their first love.  What love 
did they leave? As Christians, we are told to love God 
and to love one another. Did they leave their love for 
God? Did they leave their love for one another? Probably 
both are in mind, because the two loves go together. You 
can't say you love God and not love His family, and you 
can't really love His family without loving Him first.



Jesus’ Command to the 
Church in Ephesus

• Remember therefore from where you have fallen: The first step in 
restoration for the Ephesian church is for them to remember. They 
need to remember from where you have fallen. This means 
remembering where they used to be in their love for the Lord and 
for one another. Without love, all is vain. No wonder Jesus said
"nevertheless I have this against you." "A church has no reason 
for being a church when she has no love within her heart, or when 
that love grows cold. Lose love, lose all." (Spurgeon)

When the Prodigal Son was in the pigpen, the first step in 
restoration was remembering what life was like back in his 
father's home (Luke 16:17-19). This is always the first step in 
getting back to where we should be with the Lord.

• Repent: This is not a command to feel sorry, or really to feel 
anything. It means to change your direction, to go a different 
way. It is an "urgent appeal for instant change of attitude and 
conduct, before it is too late." (Robertson)

• Do the first works: This means that they must go back to the 
basics, to the very first things they did when you first fell in 
love with Jesus. These are the things that we never grow beyond.



Remember 
from where 
you have 
fallen…
Return to 
your “First 
Works”?  

Remember how you used to 
spend time in His Word? 

Remember how you used to pray 
and seek His presence? 

Remember the joy in getting 
together with other Christians? 

Remember the love that you had 
for your brothers and sisters?



Jesus’ Consequence to 
the Church in Ephesus

• I will come to you quickly and remove your 
lampstand from its place: Jesus gives them a stern 
warning: Unless they repent, He will remove their 
light and His presence. When their lampstand is 
removed, they may continue as an organization, but no 
longer as a true church of Jesus Christ. It will be 
the church of Ichabod, where the glory has departed 
(1 Samuel 4:21).



Exhortation to the 
Church of Ephesus

• But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate: Jesus - probably so the 
Ephesians would not be overly discouraged - gives this 
church another commendation here. They are complimented 
because they hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans. But who 
are the Nicolaitans and what were their deeds? The 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans is also condemned in 
Revelation 2:15, and in that passage is related to 
immorality and idolatry.

The root meanings of the words that make up the name 
Nicolaitans: Nikao-laos means literally "to conquer the 
people." Based on this, some point to presumptuous 
claims of apostolic authority and to the heart that sets 
up hierarchies and separates the "clergy" from the 
"laity." Perhaps the Nicolaitans fulfilled all these 
aspects, being both an idolatrous immorality and a 
presumptuous, hierarchical, "hidden mysteries" system 
typical of Gnosticism.

“The Nicolaitans, like all deceivers which come from the 
body of Christ, claimed "not that they were destroying 
Christianity, but that they were presenting an improved 
and modernized version of it." (Barclay)



Exhortation to all 
Christians

• He who has an ear: This qualifies everyone - or at 
least everyone who will listen. This letter was not 
only written to the church at Ephesus in the Apostle 
John's day. It is written to us, and to all 
Christians throughout the centuries.

• Let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches: 
Each one of these seven letters apply to all 
churches. We must hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches - not just to one church. These letters -
each of them - were meant to speak to you, if you 
will only have an ear to hear what the Spirit says.



Promise of Reward

• To him who overcomes: Jesus makes this promise to him who 
overcomes - but what does this overcomer overcome? We usually 
think of overcoming in dramatic terms of overcoming sin and in 
spiritual warfare, but here Jesus seems to be speaking of the 
overcoming of the coldness of their hearts and lack of love 
marked by the leaving of their first love.

• I will give to eat from the tree of life: The promise for 
these overcomers is a return to Eden, a restoration, and 
eternal life. This is meant first in the eternal sense of 
making it to heaven, which was no small promise to a church 
that was threatened with the removal of Jesus' presence. It is 
also meant in the sense of seeing the effects of the curse 
rolled back in our own lives though walking in Jesus' 
redeeming love.

• In the midst of the Paradise of God: Originally, the word 
Paradise meant "a garden of delight." Eventually, it came to 
mean "the place where God lives." Where God is, that is 
Paradise!



And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These 
things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is 
alive;

I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou 
art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they 
are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.

Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, 
the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may 
be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of 
the second death.

Smyrna: the Steadfast Church



Address to the Church 
of Smyrna

• Smyrna was a large, beautiful, and proud city.  It was a 
center of learning and culture, and was proud of its standing 
as a city. "Smyrna was an outstandingly beautiful city. It 
claimed to be the 'Glory of Asia.'" (Barclay)

• Smyrna was a rich city. "Smyrna was a great trade city … 
Smyrna stood at the end of the road which served the valley of 
the river Hermus, and all the trade of that valley flowed into 
its markets and found an outlet through its harbor. It had a
especially rich trade in wines. Smyrna, like Ephesus, was a 
city of wealth and commercial greatness." (Barclay)

• We also know from history that it was a city deeply 
committed to idolatry and the worship of the Roman Emperor. On 
one famous street in Smyrna, called the "Golden Street," stood 
magnificent temples to Cybele, Apollo, Asklepios, Aphrodite, 
and a great temple to Zeus. But the worship of those pagan 
gods was dying out. The real focus was on the worship of the 
Roman Emperor.



The Introduction of 
Jesus

• The First and the Last: Jesus chose this title from 
His initial appearance to John (Revelation 1:11, 
1:17) to speak of His eternal character. The First 
and the Last are titles that belong only to the LORD, 
Yahweh, according to Isaiah 41:4, 44:6, and 48:12.

• Who was dead, and came to life: Jesus chose this 
title from His initial appearance to John (Revelation 
1:18) to remind the Christians in Smyrna that they 
serve the risen Lord, victorious over death. Death 
could not hold Jesus, and it cannot hold His people.

• The association with death - and the ultimate 
victory of resurrection - is throughout this letter. 
The name Smyrna comes from the word myrrh, a sweet-
smelling perfume used in embalming dead bodies.



The Condition of the 
Church

• Poor: According to history, Smyrna was a prosperous 
city. Yet the Christians there were poor. "The word used 
for 'poverty' is the word for abject poverty. They were 
not just poor." (Walvoord)

Persecuted: The Christians of Smyrna knew poverty 
because they were robbed and fired from jobs in 
persecution for the gospel. Early Christians joyfully 
accepted the plundering of their goods, knowing that 
they have an enduring possession for themselves in 
heaven (Hebrews 10:34). This kind of economic 
persecution was one important reason why Christians were 
poor in Smyrna. Even today, this is a common form of 
persecution against Christians.



Jesus’ Verdict of the 
Church of Smyrna

• I know your works: Jesus knew the works of the 
church in Ephesus also (Revelation 2:2). In Smyrna, 
Jesus also knew their works, tribulation, and 
poverty. He knows these hardships both in the sense 
that He saw what happened to them, and in the sense 
that He knew their hardships by His personal 
experience.
• I know the blasphemy: Jesus knew the abuse these 
Christians endured at the hands of "religious" men, 
those who say they are Jews and are not.
• I know … I know: In midst of this kind of 
affliction, it is easy to think God has forgotten. 
But Jesus knows.



Jesus’ Verdict of the 
Church of Smyrna

• Rich: Every outward circumstance said that the 
Christians in Smyrna were poor, even destitute. But 
Jesus saw through the circumstances to see that they 
are really rich. "Sweet smelling Smyrna, the poorest 
but purest of the seven." (Trapp)

Rich is what Jesus thought of them, and if Jesus 
considered them rich, then they were rich. Our 
estimation of ourselves is far less important than 
God's estimation of us.

• In contrast, the Christians at Laodicea thought 
they were rich, but they were really poor (Revelation 
3:17). Laodicea was a poor rich church. Smyrna was a 
rich poor church. Better to be a rich poor church 
than a poor rich church.



Jesus’ Verdict of the 
Church of Smyrna

• And poverty (but you are rich): The contrast 
between material poverty and spiritual riches of the 
Christians in Smyrna reminds us that there is nothing 
inherently spiritual in being rich. Although, there 
is also nothing inherently spiritual in poverty.

Material riches are an obstacle to the Kingdom of 
God, an obstacle that some do not overcome (Mark 
10:23-25). There is nothing wrong with having money; 
the trouble is that money so easily "has" us.

• The church at Smyrna was also rich in leadership. 
One of the pastors of that church was named Polycarp. 
He was one of the Apostle John's disciples and served 
at Smyrna until 155 A.D. when he died heroically as a 
martyr.



Jesus’ Command to the 
Church in Smyrna

• Do not fear: Literally, this is better translated "stop being 
afraid." The Christians in Smyrna suffered under persecution, and 
they were afraid. Sometimes we think that Christians who endure 
persecution are almost super-human, and we sometimes don't 
appreciate the depths of fear they struggle with. There were 
things which they were about to suffer, and Jesus wanted them 
ready to stand against those things.

• The devil is about to throw some of you into prison: Here, Jesus 
describes the nature of the persecution that would come against 
the Christians in Smyrna. Apparently, they would be imprisoned, 
and for a specific period of time (you will have tribulation ten 
days).
• Being thrown into prison was severe persecution. In that day, 

prison was never used to rehabilitate someone, and rarely used 
to punish someone. Normally, you were thrown into prison as you 
awaited trial and execution.

• "This 'tribulation' does not mean the common trials to which all 
flesh is heir. Some dear souls thing they are bearing their cross 
every time they have a headache. The tribulation mentioned here is 
trouble they would not have had if they had not been Christians."
(Havner)



Jesus’ Command to the 
Church in Smyrna

• You will have tribulation ten days: Commentators on 
the Book of Revelation have long debated the meaning 
of these ten days. 
• That you may be tested: This attack comes from the 
devil, but God has a purpose in their suffering, and 
so He allows it. God uses suffering to purify (1 
Peter 1:6-7), to make us like Jesus (Romans 8:17), 
and to makes us truly witnesses of Him. In all ages, 
the blood of the martyrs has been seed for the 
church.

Most specifically in this case, God allowed this 
attack so that they may be tested, in the sense of 
being proven. Through their suffering, God would 
display the true riches of the church in Smyrna to 
everyone, including themselves - even though He knew 
they were rich already.



Promise of Reward

• Be faithful until death, and I will 
give you the crown of life: What Jesus 
says to this church is important, but 
what He doesn't say is also important. 
Jesus doesn't have a single word of 
rebuke or correction for the 
Christians in Smyrna. All He has is 
the promise of a crown - and the 
encouragement to be faithful until 
death, which is literally "become 
faithful until death." (Walvoord)



Exhortation to all 
Christians

• He who has an ear: Though the Spirit has something 
to say to us through every one of the churches, this 
letter to the Christians in Smyrna doesn’t seem to 
apply to modern, western Christians, at least not 
yet.  However, it could apply globally to all 
Christians during the Tribulation, before Jesus 
returns.

Let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches: 
Each one of these seven letters apply to all 
churches. We must hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches - not just to one church. These letters -
each of them - were meant to speak to you, if you 
will only have an ear to hear what the Spirit says.



Promise of Reward

• He who overcomes: This is a promise for 
overcomers. This promises is for those who 
overcome the threat of persecution, and the 
presence of persecution.

• Shall not be hurt by the second death: 
Those who overcome in Jesus will never be 
hurt by the second death. The second death 
is hell, the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14 
and 21:8). Though Satan has threatened and 
attacked their life, Jesus promises His 
overcomers that death is conquered for them.



And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things 
saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;
I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat 
is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, 
even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was 
slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.
But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them 
that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a 
stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things 
sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.
So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, 
which thing I hate.
Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight 
against them with the sword of my mouth.
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new 
name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

Pergamos: the Licentious Church



Address to the Church 
of Pergamos

• Pergamos was the political capital of the Roman 
Province of Asia the Less. When John wrote, Pergamos had 
been the capital city of the region for more than three 
hundred years. The city was a noted center for culture 
and education, having one of the great libraries of the 
ancient world, with more than 200,000 volumes.

• Pergamos was also an extremely religious city. It had 
temples to the Greek and Roman gods Dionysus, Athena, 
Demeter, and Zeus. It also had three temples dedicated 
to the worship of the Roman Emperor.

• Pergamos was especially known as a center for the 
worship of the deity known as Asclepios. Represented by 
a serpent, Asclepios was the god of healing and 
knowledge. There was a medical school at his temple in 
Pergamos. Because of the famous temple to the Roman god 
of healing, sick and diseased people from all over the 
Roman Empire flocked to Pergamos for relief.



Seat of Satan / Pharmakeia

"Sufferers were allowed to
spend the night in the 

darkness of the temple. In 
the temple there were tame 

snakes. In the night the 
sufferer might be touched by 

one of these tame and 
harmless snakes as it glided 
over the ground on which he 
lay. The touch of the snake 
was held to be the touch of 

the god himself, and the 
touch was held to bring 

health and healing." 
(Barclay)



The Introduction of 
Jesus

• He who has the sharp two-edged sword: In Revelation 
1:16, John observed of Jesus out of His mouth went a 
sharp two-edged sword. Now, Jesus "shows" this two-edged 
sword to the Christians in Pergamos.

The description of the sword in Revelation 1:18 helps us 
to associate it with the mouth of Jesus. Jesus will 
confront this church with His word, and they will feel 
the sharp edges.

• Sharp two-edged sword: This reminds us of the passage 
in Hebrews 4:12: For the word of God is living and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. Jesus will use this sharp two-
edged sword to make some separation among the Christians 
in Pergamos.



The Condition of the 
Church

• Licentious: were too "tolerant" and "accepting" of false 
doctrines and immoral living, and Jesus had to rebuke 
them. Satan couldn't accomplish much by persecution, 
because many did hold fast, like Antipas. So Satan tried 
to accomplish his goals by using deception; first he used 
first violence, then he used alliance.

• Sexually Immoral / Idolatrous: The church of Pergamos 
“held the doctrine of Balaam”, which is a picture, or 
prototype of ALL corrupt teachers.  In Numbers 22-24, 
Balaam combined the sins of immorality and idolatry to 
please Balak, the king of Moab, because he could not 
curse Israel directly.  This shows Pergamos had 
tendencies towards both idolatry and immorality.  Sexual 
immorality marked the whole culture of the ancient Roman 
Empire, as we could say it marks the American culture 
today.  The church of Pergamos was lax in it’s standards
of Biblical standards of purity at minimum, or they may 
have openly allowed false teachers to encourage it.

• False Doctrine:  Whereas Ephesus HATED the doctrine of 
the Nicolaitans, Pergamos, again, allowed false teachers 
to teach it.  



Jesus’ Verdict of the 
Church of Pergamos

• I know your works and where you dwell, where 
Satan's throne is: What does it mean that they lived 
where Satan's throne is? In many ways, Pergamos was a 
stronghold of Satanic power.  What made it such a 
stronghold? Some believe it is because Pergamos was a 
center of pagan religion, especially of "Asclepios 
Soter" or "Asclepios Savior”.

• And you hold fast to My name: Despite the fact they 
live in such a difficult city, the Christians of 
Pergamos hold fast to their faith in Jesus (hold fast 
to My name … did not deny My faith).

• Did not deny My faith: Jesus praises the Christians 
of Pergamos because they did not deny His faith. It 
is always important to make sure that the faith we 
hold on to is the faith that belongs to Jesus.



Jesus’ Verdict of the 
Church of Pergamos

• I have a few things against you: Doctrine of Balaam 
& Doctrine of Nicolaitans: he Christians in Pergamos 
were rightly praised for holding fast to the name of 
Jesus, and keeping his faith. At the same time, their 
difficult environment did not excuse the few things 
Jesus had against them.  The rebuke is not only 
against those who hold the doctrines of Balaam and 
those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans. The 
rebuke is also against those in the church who allow 
them to continue.



Jesus’ Command to the 
Church in Pergamos

• Repent, or else I will come to you 
quickly and will fight against them with 
the sword of My mouth: Unless they do 
repent, the Christians of Pergamos will 
face the Jesus who has the two-edged 
sword. Judgment will begin at the house 
of God (1 Peter 4:17).

• The sword of My mouth: When Jesus comes 
against the Christians of Pergamos, He 
will confront them with His Word.



Exhortation to all 
Christians

•He who has an ear: The 
danger of false teaching and 
immoral conduct still faces 
the church today. But so does 
the danger of allowing false 
teaching and immorality, as 
was the problem with the 
Christians in Pergamos.



Promise of Reward
• To him who overcomes: The one who overcomes 
this spirit of accommodation to false 
teaching and living will receive hidden 
manna. This is God's perfect provision, the 
true bread from heaven (John 6:41).

• And I will give him a white stone: In the 
ancient world, the use of a white stone had 
many associations. A white stone could be a 
ticket to a banquet, a sign of friendship, 
evidence of having been counted, or as a 
sign of acquittal in a court of law. Jesus 
may have any one of these meanings in mind, 
but at the very least we know that it has 
the assurance of blessing.



Promise of Reward

• And on the stone a new name written which 
no one knows except him who receives it: 
What is the meaning of this new, secret name 
promised to him who overcomes? Is it God's 
name, or is it the believer's name? This is 
probably the believer's new name, and the 
name itself is probably more important than 
the stone itself.
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