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1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of 
James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, 
and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:

2 Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.

3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you 
of the common salvation, it was needful for me to 
write unto you, and exhort you that ye should 
earnestly contend for the faith which was once 

delivered unto the saints.

Jude 1



The Dangerous Reason for Jude’s Letter:

The Author and the Readers:

Jude: The name is literally "Judas." But to avoid connection with Judas 
Iscariot, the infamous man who betrayed Jesus, most English translators have 
used the name "Jude."

There are six people named "Judas" mentioned in the New Testament, but the 
best evidence identifies this as the one mentioned in Matthew 13:55 and Mark 
6:3: Jude, the half-brother of Jesus.

the servant of Jesus Christ: Jude was a blood relative of Jesus, but he 
considered himself only as a bondservant of Jesus Christ. The fact that he 
wanted himself to be known this way instead of introducing himself as "Jude, 
the half-brother of Jesus" tells us something of the humility of Jude.

And brother of James: James was an important leader of the church in 
Jerusalem and the author of the New Testament letter that bears his name. 
Both James and Jude were half-brothers of Jesus.



The Dangerous Reason for Jude’s Letter:

The Author and the Readers:

To those who are called: Jude wrote to Christians. This is not an 
evangelistic tract and it deals with things that believers need to hear, but 
often don't want to.

Jude identified his readers as Christians 
in 3 Specific Ways:

They were called.  A person is Christian 
because God has called them. 

They were sanctified by God the Father.  
This means that they were set apart – set 
apart from the world and set apart unto 
God.

They were preserved in Jesus.  Jesus 
Christ is our guardian and protector.



The Dangerous Reason for Jude’s Letter:

Warm and Typical Greeting:

Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied: This is not the same 
greeting as found in most of Paul's letters (which usually begin with some 
variation of "Grace and peace unto you"). Yet it is substantially the same.  
It shows the genuine character of a heart transformed by Christ – wishing upon 
the reader mercy, peace, and love – but also wishing those things multiplied 
to the reader, in abundance. 

A Call to Contend for the Faith:

when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation: Jude's 
initial desire was to write about our common salvation. But something happened 
- Jude found it necessary to write a different letter. We might say that this 
was the letter that didn't want to be written.



The Dangerous Reason for Jude’s Letter:

The letter of Jude is essentially a sermon. In it, Jude 
preached against the dangerous practices and doctrines that 
put the gospel of Jesus Christ in peril. These were serious 
issues and Jude dealt with them seriously.

We should be happy that Jude was sensitive to the Holy 
Spirit here. What might have only been a letter from a 
Christian leader to a particular church instead became a 
precious instrument inspired by the Holy Spirit and 
valuable as a warning in these last days.

A Call to Contend for the Faith:



The Dangerous Reason for Jude’s Letter:

Concerning our common salvation: Our salvation isn't common in the sense that 
it is cheap or that everyone has it. It is common in the sense that we are 
saved in common, in community:  All Christians have Salvation in Common. 

A Call to Contend for the Faith:

exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith: This was the great 
need that Jude interrupted his intended letter to address. The ancient Greek 
word translated "contend" comes from the athletic world - from the wrestling 
mat. It is a strengthened form of the word meaning "to agonize." Therefore 
"contend" speaks of hard and diligent work. Contending for the faith is 
something that Jude wanted each individual Christian to do. There are many 
ways that every Christian can contend earnestly for the faith – through 
unflinching witness, distribute tracts, train faithful ambassadors for Jesus, 
or by strengthening the hands of pastors.  We also contend for the faith when 
we withhold support and encouragement from those who compromise the faith, 
when we speak out against false doctrines and the manner of living that 
contradicts the message of the gospel.



The Dangerous Reason for Jude’s Letter:

A Call to Contend for the Faith:

exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith: We contend for the 
faith in a practical sense when we live uncompromising Christian lives and 
give credit to the Lord who changed us.

exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith, which was once 
delivered unto the saints: "The faith" doesn't mean our own personal belief, 
or faith in the sense of our trust in God. The phrase the faith means "The 
essential truths of the gospel that all true Christians hold in common." The 
faith is used in this sense repeatedly in the New Testament (Acts 6:7, 13:8, 
14:22, 16:5, 24:24; Romans 1:5 and 16:26; Colossians 2:7, and 1 Timothy 1:2 
are just some of the examples). We must contend earnestly for the truth. "The 
faith is the body of truth that very early in the church's history took on a 
definite form (cf. Acts 2:42; Romans 6:17; Galatians 1:23)." (Blum)



The Dangerous Reason for Jude’s Letter:

A Call to Contend for the Faith:

once delivered unto the saints: Once means that the faith was delivered ONE 
TIME – it does not need to be redefined to suit the world or to tickle ears, it 
does not need to be twisted and rewritten to suit ourselves, but rather we re-
distribute the ONE truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ again and again.



4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before 
of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the 
grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only 
Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew 
this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the 
land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not.

6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left 
their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains 

under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.

Jude 1



We need to contend for the faith because 
there are dangerous men among Christians:
For there are certain men crept in unawares: In part, this is what makes them so 
dangerous - they are unnoticed. No one noticed that they were dangerous. They 
didn't wear a "Danger: False Teacher" name tag. These certain men probably 
claimed to be more Biblical than anybody else was. Crept in means, "To slip in 
secretly as if by a side door." (Robertson)

who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men: These 
certain men have a destiny - the destiny of every false teacher and leader. They 
are marked and destined for this condemnation, and it is enough to say that they 
are ungodly men. They are ungodly simply in the sense that they are not like God 
and no matter the outward appearances, they disregard God and His Word.  

They were unnoticed by men, but not by God. The Lord is not wringing His hands 
in heaven, worrying about those who deceive others through their teaching and 
through their lifestyles. They may be hidden to some believers but as far as God 
is concerned, their condemnation was marked out long ago. Their judgment is 
assured. The truth will win out; our responsibility is to be on the side with 
the truth.



We need to contend for the faith because 
there are dangerous men among Christians:

turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness: These certain men had received 
something of the grace of God. But when they received it, they turned it into an 
excuse for their lawlessness.

Lasciviousness: Lasciviousness is sin that is practiced without shame, without 
any sense of conscience or decency. Usually the word is used in the sense of 
sensual sins, such as sexual immorality. But it can also be used in the sense of 
brazen anti-biblical teaching, when the truth is denied and lies are taught 
without shame. Jude probably had both ideas in mind here, because as the rest of 
the letter will develop, these certain men had both moral problems and doctrinal 
problems.

According to Jude, these dangerous men are those who take the truth of God's 
grace and turn the grace of our God into lasciviousness. This doesn't mean there 
is anything wrong or incorrect about the message of God's grace, but it shows how 
corrupt the human heart is.



We need to contend for the faith because 
there are dangerous men among Christians:

and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ: These Dangerous men 
deny Jesus by their ungodly living and heretical doctrines.

Denying Jesus isn’t just a verbal denial under 
persecution:

We can claim that we know God all day long, but in 
the end, our ACTIONS prove whether or not we are 
genuine believers.

Titus 1:16 – “They PROFESS to know God; but in 
WORKS they DENY Him, being ABOMINABLE, and 
DISHONEST, and UNTO EVERY GOOD WORK REPROBATE”

We CAN gauge other’s actions to see if they are 
compatible with a redeemed life (Gal. 5:22-23)



Three examples of the certainty of God’s 
judgement against these dangerous men:

I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this: Ideally, 
every Christian would read these allusions to the Old Testament and say, "Yes 
Jude, I know exactly what you are talking about." If we don't know what Jude 
wrote about, it shows we need to deepen our understanding of the Bible.

how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt: Jude 
reminds us of what happened in Numbers 14. God delivered the people of Israel 
out of slavery in Egypt. They went out of Egypt and without unintended delays 
came to a place called Kadesh Barnea, on the threshold of the Promised Land. But 
at Kadesh Barnea, the people refused to trust God and go into the Promised Land 
of Canaan. Therefore almost none of the adult generation who left Egypt entered 
into the Promised Land.

The Example of the People of Israel:



Three examples of the certainty of God’s 
judgement against these dangerous men:

afterward destroyed them that believed not: Those who doubted and rejected God 
at Kadesh Barnea paid a bigger price than just not entering the Promised Land. 
They also received the judgment of God. Psalm 95 describes how the Lord reacted 
to them: “For forty years I was grieved with that generation, and said, 'It is a 
people who go astray in their hearts, and they do not know My ways. "So I swore 
in My wrath, they shall not enter My rest". (Psalm 95:10-11)

The people of Israel started out from Egypt well enough, but they did not endure 
to the end, because they did not believe God's promise of power and protection.

The Example of the People of Israel:



Three examples of the certainty of God’s 
judgement against these dangerous men:

This example assures us that the certain men 
causing trouble will certainly be judged, 
even though they have a profession of faith. 
Jude is saying, "These certain men may have 
started out well. But so did the children of 
Israel, and God afterward destroyed those who 
did not believe."

The Example of the People of Israel:



Three examples of the certainty of God’s 
judgement against these dangerous men:

And the angels which kept not their first estate: Jude's letter is famous for 
bringing up obscure or controversial points, and this is one of them. Jude 
speaks of the angels who sinned, who are now imprisoned and awaiting a future 
day of judgment.

We only have two places in the Bible where it speaks of angels sinning. First, 
there was the original rebellion of some angels against God (Isaiah 14:12-14, 
Revelation 12:4). Second, there was the sin of the sons of God described in 
Genesis 6:1-2.

Genesis 6:1-2 says, "And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face 
of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, That the sons of God saw the 
daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they 
chose." There is a significant debate as to if the sons of God are angelic 
beings, or just another way of saying "followers of God" among humans. Jude 
helps us answer this question.

The example of the Angels who sinned:



Three examples of the certainty of God’s 
judgement against these dangerous men:

but left their own habitation: This offence was connected with some kind of 
sexual sin, such as the sexual union between rebellious angelic beings (the sons 
of God in Genesis 6:2) and the human beings (the daughters of men in Genesis 
6:2). We know that there was some sexual aspect to this sin because Jude tells 
us in the following verse, Jude 7: Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities 
about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going 
after strange flesh. The words in a similar manner to these refers back to the 
angels of Jude 6, and the words “gone after strange flesh” refers to their 
unnatural sexual union. We know that this unnatural union produced unnatural 
offspring. The unnatural union corrupted the genetic pool of mankind, so God had 
to find Noah, a man perfect in his generations (Genesis 6:9) - that is, "pure in 
his genetics." This unnatural union prompted an incredibly drastic judgment of 
God - a global flood, wiping out all of mankind except for eight people.

The example of the Angels who sinned:



Three examples of the certainty of God’s 
judgement against these dangerous men:

but left their own habitation: This unnatural union prompted God to uniquely 
imprison the angels who sinned in this way. They are reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day.

As for the specific details of this unnatural union, it is useless to speculate. 
We don't know how "fallen angel" genetic material could mix with human genetic 
material. Perhaps it happened through a unique form of demon possession and the 
fallen angel worked through a human host. We know that angels have the ability 
to assume human appearance at least temporarily, but we don't know more than 
that.

The example of the Angels who sinned:

he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the 
great day: By not keeping their proper place, they are now kept in chains. Their 
sinful pursuit of freedom put them in bondage. In the same way, those who insist 
on the freedom to do whatever they want are like these angels - bound with 
everlasting chains. True freedom comes from obedience.



Three examples of the certainty of God’s 
judgement against these dangerous men:

If angels cannot break the chains sin brought upon them, we 
are foolish to think that humans can break them. We can't 
set ourselves free from these chains, but we can only be 
set free by Jesus.

This example assures us that the certain men causing 
trouble will be judged, no matter what they profess their 
spiritual status is. These angels at one time stood in the 
immediate, glorious presence of God - and now they are in 
everlasting chains. If God judged the angels who sinned, He 
will judge these certain men. 

The example of the Angels who sinned:



7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them in like 
manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange 
flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire.

8 Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise 
dominion, and speak evil of dignities.

9 Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he 
disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a 
railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.

10 But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what 
they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt 

themselves.

Jude 1



Three examples of the certainty of God’s 
judgement against these dangerous men:

Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner: These two 
cities (and the cities around them) also stand as examples of God's judgment. 
Their sin - which was most conspicuously homosexuality, but included other sins 
as well - brought forth God's judgment. Sodom and Gomorrah were blessed, 
privileged places. They were situated in a blessed area: it was well watered 
everywhere … like the garden of the LORD. (Genesis 13:10)

The example of Sodom and Gomorrah:

giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh: Jude 
refers to the account in Genesis 19, where the homosexual conduct of the men of 
Sodom is described. Ezekiel 16:49 tells us of other sins of Sodom: Look, this 
was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, fullness 
of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she strengthen the hand of the 
poor and needy. Sexual depravity was not their only sin, but it was certainly 
among their sins, and Jude makes this plain.



Three examples of the certainty of God’s 
judgement against these dangerous men:

In Genesis 19, Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed with fire from 
heaven. But that wasn't the end of their judgment by fire. Far 
worse than what happened in Genesis 19, they suffered the 
vengeance of eternal fire.

This example gives two lessons: It assures us that the certain 
men causing trouble will be judged, no matter how much they had 
been blessed in the past. Just as Sodom and Gomorrah were once 
blessed but eventually suffered the vengeance of eternal fire, 
so will it be with them. It also reminds us that the blessings 
of the past didn't guarantee Sodom & Gomorrah’s future 
spiritual state, neither do ours.

The example of the Angels who sinned:



More Sins of Dangerous Men:

Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and 
speak evil of dignities: Jude connected the certain men with the people of Sodom 
and Gomorrah in their sensuality (defile the flesh) and in their rejection of 
God's authority (despise dominion).

The Character of these dangerous certain men:

Despise dominion: When Jude pointed out that these certain men reject authority, 
it meant that THEY wanted to be in authority - they rejected the authority of 
God.

Today, culture encourages us to reject authority and to recognize self as the 
only real authority in our lives. We can do this with the Bible, by choosing to 
only believe certain passages. We can do it with our beliefs, by choosing at the 
"salad bar" of religion. Or we can do it with our lifestyle, by making our own 
rules and not recognizing the proper authorities God has established.  In the 
darkest days of Israel, society was characterized by a term: every man did what 
was right in his own eyes. (Judges 21:25) Today, this is the pattern of all the 
world and especially Western civilization, but should not be so for God’s 
church.  



More Sins of Dangerous Men:

these filthy dreamers: It is possible that Jude meant that the certain men were 
out of touch with reality or that they claimed to have prophetic dreams which 
were really deceptions.

The Character of these dangerous certain men:

Speak evil of dignitaries: Probably these dignitaries were the apostles or other 
leaders in the church. Their rejection of authority was connected with their 
speaking evil of dignitaries, much like today there is a growing trend to speak 
evil of other servants of the Lord – those who are ambassadors for His Kingdom 
by teaching and preaching the Word, who have faithfully served Him for years.



More Sins of Dangerous Men:

Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil: Jude mentioned two 
kinds of angelic beings. Michael is among the angelic beings faithful to God, 
who are the servants of God and man. The devil is among the angelic beings 
rebelling against God, who are the enemies of man. There are invisible, angelic 
beings all around us. There are ministering spirits sent by God to assist us, 
and demonic spirits who want to defeat us. The devil can't unsave a saved 
person; but through his deceptions he can corrupt and defile a Christian who is 
supposed to walk in purity and freedom.

Michael the archangel as an example of someone 
who would not speak evil of dignitaries.:

Michael the archangel: This angelic being is mentioned by name in four passages 
of the Bible: Daniel 10, Daniel 12, Revelation 12 and here in Jude. Every time 
Michael appears, it is in the context of battle or readiness to fight. He is an 
archangel, which simply means a "leading angel."



More Sins of Dangerous Men:

disputed about the body of Moses: This is another obscure reference by Jude. The 
last we read about the body of Moses is in Deuteronomy 34:5-6: So Moses, the 
servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the 
LORD. And He buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth Peor; but 
no one knows the grave to this day.  

We don’t know why there was a dispute about the body of Moses, perhaps the devil 
anticipated a purpose God had for Moses' body, and he tried to defeat that plan. 
We know that after his death, Moses appeared in bodily form at the 
Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-3) with Elijah (whose body was caught up to heaven 
in 2 Kings 2). Perhaps also Moses and Elijah are the two witnesses of Revelation 
11, and God needed Moses' body for that future plan.

But for Jude, the main point isn't why Michael disputed, but how he disputed 
with the devil.

Michael the archangel as an example of someone 
who would not speak evil of dignitaries.:



More Sins of Dangerous Men:

durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke 
thee: The manner of Michael's fight is a model for spiritual warfare. First, we 
see that Michael was in a battle. Second, we see that he battled with the Lord's 
authority. 

Significantly, Michael dared not bring against him a reviling accusation. 
Michael did not mock or accuse the devil. God hasn't called us to judge the 
devil, to condemn the devil, to mock him or accuse him, but to battle against 
him in the name of the Lord.

This relates to the certain men by a "how much more" line of thinking. If 
Michael dared not bring against the devil a reviling accusation, how much more 
should these certain men not speak evil of dignitaries.

Michael the archangel as an example of someone 
who would not speak evil of dignitaries.:



More bad character of Certain Men:
But these speak evil: In contrast to Michael, who would not even speak evil of 
the devil, these certain men speak evil, especially when they reject authority 
and speak against dignitaries.

of those things which they know not: The certain men didn't even know the things 
or the people they spoke evil about. Their evil speech was made worse by their 
ignorance.  Since they also spoke against dignitaries and rejected authority, 
these certain men did not know about true spiritual leadership and authority -
so they found it easy to speak evil against it.

but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt 
themselves: These certain men pretended to be spiritual, but their only 
knowledge was really natural. Even what they knew naturally, they still used to 
corrupt themselves with an unspiritual mind. Brute beasts can be smart or clever 
in an instinctive way, but they obviously do not have spiritual knowledge. It 
was the same way with these certain men.

"How ironical that when men should claim to be knowledgeable, they should 
actually be ignorant; when they think themselves superior to the common man they 
should actually be on the same level as animals, and be corrupted by the very 
practices in which they seek liberty and self-expression." (Green)



11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of 
Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for 
reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.

12 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when 
they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: 
clouds they are without water, carried about of 
winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, 
twice dead, plucked up by the roots;

13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own 
shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness for ever.

Jude 1



3 Biblical Examples of these Dangerous Men

Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain: Cain's story is found in 
Genesis 4. Each of the sons of Adam and Eve brought an offering to the Lord. Cain 
(being a farmer) brought an offering from his harvest. Abel (being a shepherd) 
brought an offering from his flocks. God accepted Abel's offering, but He 
rejected Cain's sacrifice.

Many people assume that because Abel brought a blood sacrifice and Cain brought 
a grain sacrifice, that the difference between the two offerings was sacrificial 
blood. But the real difference was between faith and unbelief. Hebrews 11:4 
makes this plain: By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than 
Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of 
his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks.

ii. Cain's sacrifice was probably more pleasing to the senses than the carcass 
of a dead lamb. But his sacrifice was offered without faith, and therefore it 
was unacceptable to God. You can give to God whatever you have or whatever you 
are, but you must offer it in faith.

They have gone the way of Cain:



3 Biblical Examples of these Dangerous Men

Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of 
Cain: The way of Cain: Jude says that Cain 
typifies a way that the certain men follow in. 
It is the way of unbelief and empty religion, 
which leads to jealousy, persecution of the 
truly godly, and eventually to murderous anger.

There is no greater curse on the earth than 
empty, vain religion; those who have a form of 
godliness but denying its power. (2 Timothy 3:5) 
No wonder Paul added, and from such people turn 
away!

They have gone the way of Cain:

https://www.purewordministries.com/blog-1/tag/cain



3 Biblical Examples of these Dangerous Men

ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward: Balaam's story is in Numbers 
22 to 25 and 31. During the time of the Exodus, Israel advanced to the land of 
Moab, after defeating the Amorites. When the Israelites came near, King Balak of 
Moab sought the help of a prophet named Balaam.

The first delegation from King Balak arrived and God told Balaam to have nothing 
to do with them. God's initial words to Balaam were, "You shall not go with them; 
you shall not curse the people, for they are blessed" (Numbers 22:12).

After the first visit another, more prestigious delegation came with great 
riches. Balaam wanted to go with them and God allowed him to go. Balaam lusted 
after the riches and prestige offered to him and God gave him over to his own 
sin.

God warned Balaam to turn back when he was on the way to see Balak. Yet his heart 
was set on the rich reward King Balak promised and he continued on. Balaam even 
ignored a talking donkey, sent to warn him to turn back.

They have run greedily in the error of Baalam:



3 Biblical Examples of these Dangerous Men

ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward: Balaam knew that he has done 
wrong. In Numbers 22:34, he said to God I have sinned … Now therefore, if it 
displeases You, I will turn back. But he didn't turn back. He continued on, 
refusing to see that when God says no, we must take it as a no. Instead, God gave 
Balaam what his sinful heart desired.

After meeting with King Balak of Moab, Balaam prophesied over Israel four times. 
But as he spoke forth God's word, he did not curse Israel - instead he blessed 
them each time. When he was unsuccessful in cursing Israel, Balaam advised Balak
on how to bring Israel under a curse. Instead of trying to have a prophet curse 
them, he should lead them into fornication and idolatry and then God would curse 
a disobedient Israel.

Balak did just that, sending his young women into the camp of Israel to lead 
Israel into sexual immorality and idolatry. Because of their sin, God did curse 
Israel - He brought a plague of judgment upon Israel that killed 24,000. 
Therefore Balaam was guilty of the greatest of sins: deliberately leading others 
into sin. Worse yet, he did it for money.

They have run greedily in the error of Baalam:



3 Biblical Examples of these Dangerous Men

perished in the gainsaying of Core: Korah's story is found in Numbers 16. He was 
a prominent man in Israel, and one day came to Moses, saying, You take too much 
upon yourself, for all the congregation is holy, every one of them, and the LORD 
is among them. Why then do you exalt yourself about the congregation of the LORD? 
(Numbers 16:3) Korah and his followers resented the authority God gave to Moses 
and Aaron.

When Korah said this, Moses fell on his face, knowing God's judgment would soon 
come. Moses then proposed a test: each group took censers (for burning incense) 
and came before the Lord. The Lord Himself would choose which man He wanted to 
represent Him: Moses or Korah.

When they both came before God, the Lord told Moses to step away. The, the ground 
opened up and swallowed Korah and his followers. After that, fire came down from 
heaven and burned up all of his supporters. They all perished.

They are in rebellion like Korah:



3 Biblical Examples of these Dangerous Men

rebellion:  This was a rejection of God's appointed leaders, especially God's 
appointed Mediator. When the certain men rejected authority and spoke evil 
against dignitaries, they walked in the rebellion of Korah.

The rebellion of Korah "lies in the broader idea of a contemptuous and determined 
assertion of self against divinely appointed ordinances." (Salmond, The Pulpit 
Commentary)

These three men came from quite different backgrounds: Cain was a farmer, Balaam 
was a prophet, and Korah was a leader in Israel. Apostasy is never confined to 
one group of people. "There are apostates in the pulpit, in the palace, and in 
the poorhouse." (Coder)

They are in rebellion like Korah:



What the future holds for these certain 
men:

These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding 
themselves without fear: The early Christians often met for a common meal, 
something like a potluck dinner. They called these meals love feats, or "Agape 
Feasts." When these certain men came, they were serving only themselves. They ate 
greedily at the love feasts while others went hungry.

At the Agape Feast, everybody brought what they could - some a little, some a 
lot; but they all shared it together. For some slaves who were Christians it 
might have been the only decent meal they regularly ate. The selfishness of these 
certain men spoiled the fellowship. 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 describes a similar 
problem in the Corinthian church.

It always spoils fellowship when we come to church with a selfish "bless me" 
attitude. Many who would never eat selfishly at a church meal still come to 
church concerned with serving only themselves

A description of the depravity of these certain 
men:



What the future holds for these certain 
men:

clouds they are without water, carried about of winds: Clouds without water are 
good for nothing. They bring no life-giving rain and they only block out the sun. 
They exist just for themselves. The certain men were like these clouds.

A description of the depravity of these certain 
men:

trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots:
By late autumn, trees should have fruit. But these certain men do not bear fruit 
or worse yet, their fruit is rotten.  Today we see false teachers proclaiming 
that bearing fruit is not evidence of salvation.  The scripture teaches us 
otherwise.

Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame: To ancient man, especially 
in Biblical cultures, the sea was an unmanageable terror. Isaiah 57:20 expresses 
this idea: But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt. These certain men were busy in wickedness and 
active in unrighteousness - like the raging waves of the sea, but all it brought 
was foaming up their own shame.



What the future holds for these certain 
men:
A description of the depravity of these certain 
men:

wandering stars, to whom is reserved 
the blackness of darkness for ever:
An unpredictable star was no good 
for guidance and navigation. Even so 
these deceivers were useless and 
untrustworthy. Unless they repent, 
they will end up in hell - and be 
there forever.



14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of 
these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands 
of his saints,

15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that 
are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which 
they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard 
speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.

16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their 
own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, 
having men's persons in admiration because of advantage.

Jude 1



The certainty of judgement upon these 
certain men
And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied: Here Jude quoted from Enoch, 
who is described in Genesis 5 and mentioned in Hebrews 11. The ancient book of 
Enoch was not received as Scripture, but it was highly respected among both the 
Jews and early Christians.

Jude did not quote from Enoch to tell us anything new, but to give a vivid 
description of what the Bible already teaches. The Apostle Paul also quoted non-
Biblical sources on at least three different occasions (Acts 17:28, 1 Corinthians 
15:33 and Titus 1:12). This wasn't to proclaim a new truth, but to support an 
already established Biblical principle.

Jude's quoting of the book of Enoch doesn't mean that the whole book of Enoch 
inspired Scripture - only the portion Jude quotes. In the same way, when Paul 
quoted a pagan poet, he didn't mean that the entire work of the poet was inspired 
by God.



The certainty of judgement upon these 
certain men:
And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied: In this quotation from the 
book of Enoch Jude emphasized the words all and ungodly. God is coming to judge 
all of the ungodly.

c. To execute judgment on all: Many people take the judgment of God lightly. But 
the most important question in the world is "Will God judge me? Am I accountable 
to Him?" If we are truly accountable to God, then we are fools if we do not 
prepare to face that judgment.

The Methods of these certain men:
These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth 
speaketh great swelling words: Jude noticed that their methods all revolved 
around words. On top of their questionable lives, they were essentially a people 
of deception, departing from the foundation of Jesus Christ, and the apostles and 
prophets.



The Methods of these certain men:
These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts: You know the 
sort of people alluded to here, They find fault with everything – even going so 
far as to keep busy (like roaring waves) seeking to find, or even manufacture, 
fault with others. They seek to diminish others in order to prop themselves up, 
as if somehow God is impressed.  Some men may be fooled by these tactics, but the 
Lord sees the heart and promises in His word to execute judgment upon these 
certain men.

and their mouth speaketh great swelling words: These 
certain men knew how to use smooth, flattering words 
to get an advantage over other people. They would say 
anything - good or bad - to get an advantage, or 
possibly use grandiose verbiage in order to appear 
learned and knowledgeable.



17 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken 
before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;

18 How that they told you there should be mockers in the 
last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts.

19 These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having 
not the Spirit.

20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,

21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

Jude 1



The certainty of judgement upon these 
certain men:

But, beloved, remember ye the 
words which were spoken before 
of the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: We are to be 
different. We are to remember 
what Jesus and the apostles 
said, which were spoken by the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The word of God is 
always the answer to dangers 
in or out of the church. The 
apostles had warned that just 
these things would happen; and 
even more so as the day 
approaches.



The certainty of judgement upon these 
certain men:

How that they told you there should be 
mockers in the last time, who should 
walk after their own ungodly lusts:
Those who live according to their own 
ungodly lusts love to mock those who 
want to please God. Jude wants 
Christians to expect this kind of 
mocking, so they won't be surprised by 
it.



The spiritual status of these certain men:

sensual, having not the Spirit: Essentially, these men were not spiritual; 
they were carnal and do not possess the Holy Spirit, nor do they know the Holy 
Spirit, and will deny the power of the Holy Spirit. 

These be they who separate themselves: These certain men had an instinct to 
separate themselves and make divisions, with a desire and intent to cause 
strife and divisions among the body of Christ as well.

"The word, found only once in the Bible, denotes those superior people who 
keep themselves to themselves - Christian Pharisees." (Green)



What to do about the danger of the certain 
men:

But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith: This is one 
way that we can keep ourselves in the love of God. It means to keep growing 
spiritually, and to keep building up ourselves spiritually. We can do this by 
reading His Word, through prayer in the Holy Ghost, and through edifying 
fellowship with other believers.

Significantly, Jude does not tell us to attack the certain 
men who are a danger to the church. Instead, he tells us 
to focus on our walk with the Lord, help others affected 
by the certain men, and to focus on God. We simply are to 
pay the certain men no attention, except for what is 
necessary for our warning. God will take care of them.

Take a look INward:



Take a look INward:

Keep yourselves in the love of God: Jude doesn't mean, "Live in such a way to 
make yourself lovable to God." Instead, to keep yourselves in the love of God 
means to keep yourself in harmony with God's ever-present love.  We should 
understand what it means when the Bible says that God loves the ungodly. The 
significance of the idea that God loves us all has been twisted considerably. 
Consider the sinner who defends his sinful practice by saying "God loves me 
just the way I am." The fact that God loves him is a reflection on God's 
goodness, not our own. The perspective isn't, "I'm so great that even God 
loves me," but "God is so great that He loves even me."

Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.: This is a 
third way that we can keep ourselves in the love of God. As we keep the 
blessed hope of Jesus' soon return alive in our hearts, this effectively keeps 
us in the love of God, and helps us to not give away our faith.



22 And of some have compassion, making a difference:

23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the 
fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before the presence of his 
glory with exceeding joy,

25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.

Jude 1



Take a look OUTward, to those around you:

Keep yourselves in the love of God: Jude begins here to tell us what we must 
do with those who have been influenced by these certain men. Using wisdom we 
approach different people in different manners. By being sensitive to the Holy 
Spirit, we can know when we should comfort, and when we should rebuke. 
Christians should not abandon a friend flirting with false teaching. They 
should help him through it in love. The means we continue to love them. No 
matter how bad a person is, or how misleading and terrible their doctrine, we 
are not allowed to hate them - or to be unconcerned for their salvation.

And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire: This second group 
must be confronted more strongly - but in fear, not in a sanctimonious 
superiority. You may need to pull them out of the fire, but never do it in 
pride.  This outward look is important. It demonstrates that we are not only 
concerned for our own spiritual welfare. It proves that we genuinely care 
about other Christians who are edging towards significant error.



Take a look UPward, to the God of all 
Glory!:

Now unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to present you faultless before 
the presence of his glory with exceeding 
joy,: Jude closes the letter with a famous 
doxology (a brief declaration of praise to 
God). Jude's doxology reminds us of God's 
care and of our destiny. Jude's message of 
warning and doom might have depressed and 
discouraged his readers. Perhaps they thought 
that with so much false teaching and 
immorality around, very few Christians would 
ever reach heaven. Here he reminds them that 
the answer lies only in the power of God. He 
is able to keep you, and you aren't able to 
keep yourself.  



Doxology

There is serious deception in the world and often 
among those called Christians. There are enemies of 
the gospel who have infiltrated the church. Yet 

despite the greatness of the threat, God is greater 
still. He wins, and if we will only stay with Him, 

we are guaranteed victory also.

Jude is a book full of warning, but it closes with 
supreme confidence in God. Dangerous times should 

make us trust in a mighty God.  Amen.



www.purewordministries.com

Facebook.com/purestwordministries

Twitter.com/word pure            

Pinterest.com/purewordministries/     


